
W HEN SOMEONE mentions the word 
"neighbor," of whom do you think? 

Nine chances out of ten it is the Smiths or 
the Saltonstalls, the Jones' or the Johansens, 
the McGinnuses or the Meyers who live next
door or down the street. 

Of course you are interested in them, for 
they are your near neighbors. What they do 
and say and what they think of you means a 
lot in your life. Whether you particularly like 
them or not, you have to learn to live with 
them. 
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But in today's world these people aren't 
your only neighbors. In a world of DC-6B's 
and jet planes, radio and TV, atomic and 
hydrogen bombs, every human being on this 
planet is a neighbor. That means that each 
of us has about two and a half billion neighbors. 

What they do and say and what they think 
of you and me makes a lot of difference. It 
affects how we live and in some cases where 
we live. It may even decide whether we live 
or not in the years ahead of us. 

Learning to live with all these people is a 
big job, but it is an important one. It can be 
interesting, too. 

In many wa s they are all like you and me. 
They all like to eat. They all sleep. They all 
grow up in families or something that is sub
stituted for a family. A great many of them 
go to schooL Most of them eventually find 
some kind of work to do to earn a living. So 
one could continue to enumerate the simi
larities among us. 
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But they are different, too. And there's the 
rub . It is fairly easy to get alon g with people 
who are like us, but n ot so easy to learn to 
live with differences- in our families, in our 
neighborhoods, or in the world community. 

T wo thirds of these neighbors of ours are 
black or brown or yellow. Almost two-thirds 
of them live in Asia or Africa. N early two
thirds of them can neither read nor write. 

Approximately two-thirds of them never 
get enough to eat and go to bed each night 
hungry. About two-thirds of them are not 
Christians. M ost of them do not speak 
English. 

T hese are just a few of the differences be
tween us and our neighbors. Some of these 
differences are easy to see, like the color of a 
person, the kind of clothes he or she wears -
or doesn't wear, and the type of house in 
which he lives. Other differences are not at 
all evident on first sight. These are chiefly 
differences in ways of thinking and believing. 
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All of us will change a little as the years go 

by. But we will have to reckon with most of 
these differences all our lives. M ost of them 
just won't d isappear, so we might as well 
learn to live with people as they are. 

As Luther E vans, the director of the Li
brary of Congress, said not long ago, "We 
need to learn to respect the people with rings 
in their noses as well as those with rings in 
their ears." 

Let's Make A Start 

Obviously, none of us will ever know all 
these two and a half billion people. That is 
impossible. We won't even come into direct 
contact with most of them so that we can 
learn to know them better. So, wh ere do we 
start? 

Probably the best place is in our families. 
After all, they are microcosms, or tiny repro
ductions, of all the larger communities. In 

(More on next page) 
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Neighbors 
(CONTINUED) 

these small family groups we can get our 
basic training for learning to live with other 
people - with all their simiiarities and all 
their · differences. An easy job? For some of 
us, Yes. For some of us, No. 

The next training ground for each of us is 
our school or neighborhood. Most of them 
have people of different religions, different 
races, different political beliefs, different na
tionalities or national backgrounds, and dif
ferent economic and social classes. 

P eople who can get along with all those 
differences are likely to be able to adjust to 
bigger differences with people from other 
parts of the world. Effective living in one's 
own neighborhood or school, if they are really 
cosmopolitan, is a pretty good test of com
patability with the people in the world com
munity. 

Poll Your Community 

P erhaps that isn't enough to satisfy you. 
You would really like to get to know a few 
people from other parts of the world. You 
would like to test your I.Q. (meaning " inter
national quotient" in this case). 

If so, why not take a poll of the possibilities 
in your home town. Are there any persons 
living there who come from abroad? Are there 
any persons there who were born abroad and 
who now live in your home town? Are there 
any students in a nearby college ·who are 
visiting in your vicinity and studying there? 
Are there any persons who have recently been 
abroad on business or on a pleasure trip? 

The chances are very good that you can 
answer, "Yes," to at least one of these ques
tions. Perhaps you can answer, " Yes," to 
several of them. 

The next step is to see whether you can 
come into close contact with them in your 
home, in your church, in your school, or in 
one of the clubs to which you belong. 

They are likely to be busy people so don't 
be too disappointed if they say "No." But 
if you are a good salesman and plan things 
right, you may be successful. 

You will probably need to work through 
the R ed Cross chapter, through your teachers 
or parents, through your church leaders, or 
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through some local organization like the Ro·• 
tary, the Association for the United Nations, 
or the L eague of W omen Voters. 

All of these people won't want to make 
speeches. And besides, you don't get very 
well acquainted with people when they are 
on the platform and you are in the audience. 
So why not plan to have them as guests of a 
school or club group either for a talk and 
social occasion , or just for a party of some 
kind. 

Some communities have found that it is 
easier for the visitors and for the hosts to 
have a group visit of persons from abroad. 
Weekend parties of United Nations personnel 
in communities near the UN, or of students 
from abroad have been successful m numer
ous places as a group project. 

Make Their Visit Worthwhile 

Often these people from abroad would like 
to visit factories in a large city or small town, 
see how typical farms are run, observe health 
centers or clinics. If they can combine such a 
trip to places in which they are vocationally 
interested, with a visit to your school, church, 
club, or h ome, the chan ces are better that 
they will take time off to come. 

Often these persons from abroad are not 
well-to-do or couldn't bring much money 
with them because of currency restrictions in 
their home countries, so you will need to 
think about this part of their visit. 

If the p eople you want to meet already 
live in your community, the chances of course 
will be better that you can make contact with 
them. But it is a lways wise to think of what 
they will get out of the experience of being 
with you as well as what you will gain from 
them. 

If your school already h as a list of such 
persons, part of your job is already done. If 
not, isn't this a service you could render to 
the school? 

But suppose all these various suggestions 
are impractical. What then? If you really 
want to undertake a big j ob, you can start on 
an ambitious program to bring a student from 
abroad to live in your community for a year 
or less and to go to your school. 

A few schools across the country have done 
this with the help of such organizations as 
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1};le Education al Exchange Service of the 
U. S. Department of State (Washington, 
D . C .), the American Friends Service Com
mittee (20 S. 12th St., Philadelphia 7, Pa.), 
and similar groups. It's a wonderful idea, but 
it involves lots of work. 

Keep the Wires Humming 

Then there are various schemes for foreign 
friendships or correspondence with boys and 
girls abroad. You probably know about these 
through your work in the Junior Red Cross 
international programs- school correspond
en ce, school art, school music. Your teachers 
should be able to help you contact other or
ganizations interested in such programs, like 
the International Friendship League (41 Mt. 
Vernon Street, Beacon Hill, Boston, Mass.). 

If you live near the northern or southern 
borders of the United States, wh y not plan an 
exchange of students between your schools or 
a trip to Canada, Mexico, Cuba, Puerto Rico, 
or Jamaica, depending upon where you live? 
High-sch ool students have already done that 
a good many times. When carefully planned, 
these can be rich, firsthand experien ces for a ll 
the persons involved. 

There are also numerous opportunities to 
meet young people from other countries in 
conferences of various kinds. Special interna
tional institutes for young people, including 
older high-school boys and girls, are held in 
the summer and sometimes throughout the 
ye!lr by such groups as the American Friends 
Service Committee. 

Occasionally student groups plan trips to 
the United Nations in New York City or 
to the various International Student Houses 
run in conjunction with some of the large 
universities across the country. 

Welcome the Newcomer 

In many communities there are immigrants 
who have arrived quite recently. Most of 
them need h elp. They could use some willing 
hands to h elp paint their houses or collect 
furniture for them or even to h elp them learn 
English. In some cities t h ere are weekend 
work camps functioning for just such purposes. 

Hundreds of high schools might consider 
taking part in the various projects sponsored 
by such organizations as CARE. These all 
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have the one aim of relieving needs and build
ing goodwill in countries overseas. 

Then, too, your own Junior Red Cross 
gives you opportunities for filling high-school 
chests and the ever-welcome gift boxes for 
schools overseas. Contributing to your Na
tional Children's Fund is another means of 
providing assistance to young people in coun
tries where the need is great. 

So one might continue to enumerate the 
many possibilities for getting acquainted with 
a few of our two and a half billion neighbors 
or for helping them in one way or another . 

One characteristic of all these programs so 
far has been that they are short-term sugges
tions. They are interesting. They are valu
able. But they do n ot involve a person for 
many months or years. 

For those wh o are really interested in 
these millions of world neighbors and want 
to work on a long time program, here is on e 
final suggestion. Why n ot start n ow on a 
10-year program of learning about one coun
try or one area of the world? 

Within 10 years you could become an ex
pert about one of the many n ations of the 
world, one of the important areas of the globe, 
or some internation al field or subject. The 
world badly needs such experts and the time 
to begin your training is now. THE END 

We Are One Family 
NONA KEEN DUFFY 

We are one family, for deep within 
The hidden core of life all things are one: 
There are no alien people; all are kin 
To one another and to earth and sun. 
From one mysterious substance God made a ll. 
The flaming heat of sun, the cold of snow, 
The beetles and the bugs of strange design, 
The birds and butterflies of swamp and 

glade, 
The pattern and the green of leaves that fall, 
All things He made within, above, below, 
And all of these are equally divine. 
Fire and ice are of one substance made; 

As in the cosmos so within a man. 
God fits all things into His awesome plan. 
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