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AT its best, education is an exciting and involved 
process. Its basic aims of discovering, releasing, 

and channeling the greatest potential in all indi
viduals, so that they may contribute their best to the 
groups of which they are a part, does not change 
from generation to generation. But the continuous 
discovery of new data about people, about groups, and 
about the most effective methods of learning should 
keep every person interested in education alert. The 
dynamic, changing society in which we live demands 
a dynamic, changing education. 

This issue of The American Friend is devoted 
largely to Friends Schools and Friends Colleges. But 
it should be appropriate in such an issue to examine 
a few of the changes going on in education in the 
United States and to see how they might affect the 
educational programs of Friends Meetings. After all, 
Quaker Meetings are education institutions as well 
as spiritual centers and every concerned Quaker is an 
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best in h imself and those around him. 

Here, then, are a few, and only a few, of the 
changes apparent in American education today and 
some implications for Friends Meetings. Further 
examination of these points will have to be left to 
the ingenuity of Quaker "educators" in local Meetings 
and other groups. 

Guida nce and Education. From nursery schools 
through graduate institutions, there is more and more 
attention upon individual guidance and counselling. 
There is increasing awareness of the importance of 
aid to all individuals from trained counsellors, so 
that personal problems can be met, individual plans · 
of study and work developed, and personal adjust
ments be made most constructively. 

In a Friends Meeting perhaps there should also 
be increasing attention to the training of experts in 
human relations and to the counselling functions of 
ministers, elders, overseers, and Bible School teach
ers, particularly on personal, family and spiritual 
problems. In some of our larger city Meetings per
haps there is a need for well qualified persons in 
connection with the Meeting or Center. In a con
fused, chaotic, changing world, a Quaker Meeting 
should certainly be able to give help or direct 
persons to qualified people for such help. 

Group Decisions and - Education. Within recent 
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years there has been a tremendous amount of profit
able study on the ways in which groups function. 
Stated simply, it is evident that where all members 
of a group take part in a decision, there is much more 
likelihood of its being carried out than if the 
decision is made by a few. This should not seem 
strange to Quakers, whose Quaker business meeting 
is an example of group dynamics. 

But it might be well for Meetings to examine 
the extent to which groups take part in as many 
decisions as possible, and in which members have 
opportunities to do the things they want to do. For 
example, how many Meetings poll their members 
on the committees on which they would prefer to 
serve? How many Meetings have changed their time 
of business to an hour when a large percentage of 
the membership can attend? And to what extent 
is there participation of the members in Meetings 
for worship? 

Audio-Visual Methods and Education. Experimen
tation and research have clearly indicated that the 
audio-visual approaches to education are tremen
dously effective when properly handled. They tend 
to combine the emotional and intellectual aspects of 
learnin an to promote chan£e better_ than....m ... a...,n..,.y _ __ _ 
other methods. 

Yet, how many of our Friends Meetings really use 
any audio-visual methods in their educational pro
grams? To the writer's knowledge, precious few! The 
movie of the American Friends Service Committee on 
"Steps to Peace" and the recordings of the Friends 
National Committee on Legislation or the recordings 
from the Oxford Conference are about the only avail
able materials as yet in all of American Quakerdom. 
[The Five Ye·ars Meeting recommends and rents a 
considerable number •Of Visual Aids in peace and 
Christian education work, although it is true that few 
are produced by Friends.-Editor]. Perhaps this is 
in an area in which Friends groups could take some 
action in the months and years ahead, with benefit to 
all of us. 

Work and Education. Friends schools and colleges 
and the American Friends Service Committee have 
pioneered in work camps of various kinds and they 
have contributed measureably to the increased recog
nition of this form of education as an effective, modern 
method. 

Friends Meetings here and there have occasionally 
found that fellowship can be enhanced through com
mon work, but there are certainly hundreds of 
Meetings which could explore the possibilities of 
this type of group activity to advantage~ 
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The World and Education. Schools and colleges are 
gradually becoming more aware of the world as the 
background of all educational undertakings. They 
are encouraging students from abroad to come to 
their institutions, they are offering courses on various 
aspects of the world, and they are sponsoring lectures, 
films, institutes and other forms of education. 

Segreqation and Education. Undoubtedly the most 
important event in American education in many years 
was the recent decision of ·the Supreme Court on 
segregation in the schools. It will demand radical 
and revolutionary changes not only in public schools, 
but also in a few Quaker institutions. 

Many Friends Meetings include something about 
the world in their Meeting activities. But there is 
probably no Meeting which has yet explored thor
oughly the possibilities of this phase of the Meeting's 
work. Meetings might well look at their budget to 
see if the Friends World Committee is included. They 
might consider the use or wider use of the Round 
the World Letters for children. They might use the 
various booklets of the Friends World Committee 
and the Friends Mission Board in Sunday School 
classes, young people's groups andj or Young Friends 
discussion groups. Whenever possible they should 
invite persons from abroad to meet with them at 
various times. The opportunities are many and varied 
for opening new vistas to the world. 

Perhaps there are some implications, too, for 
Friends Meetings in this epoch"making decision. 
Individual Friends and Friends committees may well 
perform a useful function in communities in the 
difficult period of adjustment to non-segregated 
schools. Friends Meetings in many places, without 
respect to geographic area, may need to ask them
selves seriously what the implication of non-segrega
tion in schools may be for attendance and membership 
in Friends Meetings. As an attender in a Meeting 
almost in the midst of a Negro district, I know a 
little of the problems involved-and of the rich 
experiences of the "wider" Quaker fellowship. 

Yes, education at its best today is dynamic, chang
ing, exciting, and some of its trends can be studied 
profitably by Friends Meetings everywhere. 

No limit on Usefulness this end, we will n eed to mar shall 
the best resour ces of our homes and 
schools and communities. 

By Richard McFeely 

Richard McFeely, George School's 
well-know n H eadmast er, sent us this 
arti cLe ear ly in t he Spring. We 
thought its appearance would be most 
timely in thi s Education I ssue, and 
have held it for publication now. 

FRIENDS have ever believed in and 
supported schools whose pur poses 

included, according to Rufus Jones, 
"the formation of personality , the 
building of char acter, the enlargem ent 
of life, the transmission of the supreme 
experiences of the race, and the 
setting free of the higher potential 
powers of the individual." 

Education, in the thinking of past 
Quaker leaders, ought not to be 
man-centered or state -centered ; it 
should minister to the needs of the 
body, mind and spirit in such a w ay 
that the individual seeks to center his 
life in the Divine will. 

Do Friends feel the same way about 
education today? What should be our 
fundamental purpose for Quaker 
schools in these anxious hours for 
humanity? Do we have new educa
tional problems because of these 
anxieties of man? 

Many Friends now believe that a 
new age in history is being born. An 
era of disorder and cruelty lies behind 
us- mute testimony in blood and 
tears to the misdirection of human 
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genius. Calamity and har d t imes have 
followed each other in weary succes
sion becau se the ways of men have 
diverged from the ways of God. 

In som e minds, a world of peace 
and good will, of justice and freedom, 
of cooperation and brotherliness, can
not be achieved without a complete 
r eversal of the values which left the 
old w or ld in ruins. Our hope for the 
future lies in lives changed thr ough 
an inner t r ansformation of the hear t s 
and minds of men. This new era of 
history will come as men devote their 
lives to doing God's will. 

Such a transformation is, of cour se, 
essentially an educational job. Our 
Friends schools can and should play 
significant roles in such w or k. 

The n ew age should not be founded 
on ignorance, on a worship of false 
gods, or on a morality of false 
expediency. It should be under
girded by Chr istian faith and ethics. 
Through Christ, God's purpose has 
been most clearly revealed to man. 
The quality of the new period will 
depend, therefore, on the Christian's 
response to Christ. 

Now this is a difficult responsibility 
for Christians. The old age saw a 
gulf between profession and practice. 
Living true Christianity is no easy 
thing of conventional observances and 
limited neighborliness. To accomplish 

What does this mean in t erms of 
Friends education? Our wor k should 
be dir ected toward the fullest possible 
personality growth and the most 
creative response to the community. 
Education at George School and other 
Quaker schools should avoid m er ely 
adapting students to the sta tus quo. 
Only the leaven of rightly educated 
per sons working against ant i-Chris
tian practices can guide us to a 
Chr istian civilization. 

Thus, we might have two general 
spir itual purposes in ou r educational 
work . F irst , let u s help boys and 
girls to develop lives dedicated to the 
Judea-Christian traditions as we 
F riends understand them. Secondly, 
let us u rge them to be part of the 
solution of society's problems, not just 
part of the problem s themselves. First 
let u s teach inner strength and 
secondly outer applica tion of that 
strength. 

There are, quite frankly, several 
major problems obstructing our efforts 
along these lines. Friends might well 
be more a part of their solution. 

We hear, justifiably, mounting con
cer n over the higher cost of Friends 
education. Most places like George 
School have doubtless trimmed budg
ets and introduced economies trying 
to stay ahead of rising costs. Still 
tuition fees go up! Contributions are 
part of the answer, if Friends respond 
generously so as to build endowments 
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