
LEARNING WITH ENTHUSIASM 

The making of a better place fGr all people to live through education 
is the aim of Puerto Ricans, who have been ~proving their schools 
and increasing pupil enrollment through widespread community effort 

By Leonard s. Kenuorthy 

From The Christian Science Monitor 

Puerto Ricans are justifiably proud of the progress they have 
made in the past few years in many phases of their educational program. 
Few places have made so many gains in so short a time as has this common
wealth of the United States. Progress has been so rapid in so many different 
fields that Puerto Rico has become a mecca for trainees in the Point Four 
program of the United States Government and in the Technical Assistance 
program of the United Nations. In the past few years mor~ than 1,000 
such trainees have visited t.he island to see what is being done in economic, 
social, governmental and educational plam1ing, in the establishment of 
factories, the building of roads, the improvement of agriculture and the 
improvement of public health. 

In education they have .follm.red uith keen interest the rise of 
vocational education, the slow but steady work in community education, in
novations in the teaching of English as a second language, the extensive· program 
of school lunches and child-breakfast centers, the attacks on illiteracy, 
the preparation of new teaching materials and other aspects of Puerto Rican 
education. 

Puerto Ricans usually employ the year 1940 as the base for their 
statistics. That date is considered qy them the begiru1ing of their modern 
era. In that year there were 3031 000 children in school. Today there 
are 533,000. In 1940 only 50 percent of the children from 6 to 18 years 
of age ever got to school. Today 72 percent of the Puerto Rican boys and 
girls of that age group are in school. Under their Six Year Plan a goal was 

.se~ for l960 of 91 percent o£ the pupils o! elementary school age in school. 
That goal had been achieved by late 1955. 
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Even more important is the increased ''holding power" of the schools. 
In 1948 about 50 percent of the children had dropped out b,y the end of the 
third grade.- · .. Today ·most pupils stay in school th~ough the sixth 
grade. In the past 14 years there has been a phenomenal increase in the number 
of high (secondary)- school pupils. In that year there were ·only 101 000 
students in high schools. Today there are more than 40,000. 

This has meant an enormous job of finding and training neH teachers. 
In 1940 there were 6,000. Today there are double that number, and today's 
teachers are far better educated, too, than they were a few years ago. 

Buildings had to be enlarged and new ones built. Since 1940, 
.3,.300 new class:r.•ooms have been added. More important, many of them have 
been built b.Y parents and other citizens. Partial responsibility has rested 
with the local municipalities through the years. Now an experiment has 
been started of having the Pepartment of Public vlor~s construct t he founda
tions and put up the girders and roof, \lith the parents finishing t he 
structures, inclncling walls, floors a.."ld -vrindows. Forty classrooms are being 
built this way in 1956~ 

Most buildings today are beinG auilt of concrete rather than of 
wood, making them more durable and hurr~caneproof. Lunchrooms are an 
essential part of all school&, too. 

Literacy has increased from 69 per cent to 78 percent in t he years 
intervening sinca 1940~ but the problem of increasing it still further is 
getting more difficult due .~to several factor s 1 including the fact that 
those who wa·11ted t.o learn most already have been taken care of. Under the 
direction cf a wo:r:ld-renowned expert, Dr. Rodriguez Boa, a strenuous 
effort is being made n9w to reduce iliteracy 10 percent more qy 1960. By 
literacy Dr. Boa means the equivalent of a third-grade education rather than 
merely the ability to r ead and 1-1rite one 1s name. 

Spectacular pr.ocress has been made in vocational education, an 
essential parl of t he inlustrialization of tl1e isJ_?_nd ., In 191.;.7-1948 there 
were a::oun~i. 81000 perso:1s getting some kind of voc::itiona:i tra~t..ning; today 
that figu::·e ~as soared to 25,000. There are now 11 high (secondary) schools 
with vocational programs. In them the pupils receive three hours of general 
education Utid three hours of vocational training. 

The school lunch program has been greatly expanded, too, since 
1948. In that year there uere 1811 000 children provided for. Today there 
are 2401 000 boys and girls 't-tho receive a complete meal at school. The result 
has been improved health for the children, bei;.ter eating habits for them 
and their families 1 and an outlet for more of. _the i sland's products, together 
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with food from the mainland of the United States. In addition to these 
children, 21,000 nonschool children from 2 to 10 years also receive breakfast 
outside the schools. 

Instruction in the elementary grades always has been in Spanish. 
After the Columbia University Survey of 1948, Spanish became the language 
of instruction in the hiGh schools. An intensive effort is being made, how
ever, to develop English as the second language of all school pupils. 
Oral English is started in the first grade and written English is commenced 
in the third and fourth grades. Some articles in the elementary school 
paper Escuela · are printed in English. llany children listen to the radio 
programs-~nglish or to television broadcasts. Newspapers and magazines 
in English aJ:>e now much more uidely available, and persons from the mainland 
who speak English are much more in evidence. Supplementing these motivations 
is the carefully constructed program of the schools, with a special series 
of books developed by Dro Charles Fries, expert on the teaching of English 
from the University of Nichigan. 

An extensive prob~am of publications has been developed for the 
schools; 350,000 copies of ~ !Sscgela. are:·. rpublished weekly in three editions 
for elementary, junior high and senior high schools and is distributed 
free. A monthly journal for teachers, ~acion, is prepared and printed. 
Starting in the fall of 1955, a newspaper with a general c~tural orientation, 
including many pictures, is being printed in an edition of 250,000. This 
goes to adults on the island. 

Progress also can be noted in the spread of school cooperatives, 
in the increase in exchanges with teachers and school officials in Hew York 
City and Chicago, in the expansion of the University of Puerto Rico and 
other colleges, in the establishment of music schools for the gifted, and 
in the continuation of the activity-month scheme whereby teachers go to 
school, work in the local coL~ninity, or do some equivalent work one month 
in the year. 

Despite the tremendous progress in th~ past few years, many problems 
still persist. Some of them are the inevitable problems of a system which 
is b1,1rsting at the seams. Others are more fundamental problems of goals and 
methods of attaining them. 

One such problem seems to be the education and supervision of 
teachers. A problem eve:ry11here, this is especially noticeable in Puerto 
Rico, with scores of new teachers to be traiped eaoh year and about 500 
new teachers needed as replacements for those who drop out annually. 

• 
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All this could not have happened without aid from four sources • . · 
One is the strong support for education from the people of Puerto Rico. A 
second has been the generous support financially from the Legislature, with 
about 30 percent of governmental funds devoted to public education. A 
third has been the leadership of such men as Dr. Mariano Villaront;a, Secretary 
of Public Instruction, and his as~istant, Dr. Cracisco Collazo, both Puerto 
Ricans rather than continentals. Lastly, but certa~y not least, has been 
the devoted efforts of the teachers of the island who have much of the 
enthusiasm of people all over the world who have begun to plan for themsel-ves. 

Perhaps that is the most ~portant characteristic of Puerto Rican 
educators today: their pride in making Puerto Rico a better place for all 
people to live through education. 

END 

Th~s article appeared in the October 181 1955, issue of 
The Christian Science 11onitor, one of the outstanding 
;;;;pa~rs ;ibi'ished in th';United States. The writer 
is on the staff of Brooklyn College. Three photog+aphs 
accompany this article and should carry the credit lines 
indicated. (55-16925; 55-16927; 56-877) 

The article has been copyright cleared for distribution, 
translation and republication by USIS and the foreign 
press outside the United States and Qanada provided credit 
is g~ven to the author an~ The Christian Science Monitor. 
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CAPTIONS 

1_ Education is a community matter in Puerto Rico 1 where every 
individual contributes what he can in effort to improve schools ani equip.. 
ment. During 1956 many additional classrooms will be added by the combined 
efforts of' government representatives and individuals such as these in 
Barrio La Yuca. The Department of PubUc Works constructs foundations and 
raises girders ani roofs. Parents do the rest, including walls, floors · 
and windows. Sometimes, as here, they also transport the materials, especially 
when the location is difficult of access. ( 55-16925) 

Photograph from Hamilton wright 

2. Focal point, educationally, for a four square mile area is this 
schoolhouse unier construction in Barrio La Yuca, Puerto Rico. Built by 
450 citizens, represent5.ng 90 falllilies, the school will accommodate children 
who formerly had to travel many miles to reach other schools.. The 
Barrio La Yuca project is one of IllBllY in Puerto Rico, where school enroll
ment has increased substantially in recent years. · In addition to 
attracting more pupils, Puerto Rican schools are keeping them for longer 
periods. ( 55-16927) . 

Photograph from Hamilton Wright 

3. Similar problems are met in communities throughout Puerto Rico 
in the educational program which that islam commonwealth is carrying 
forward. Here Francisco Diaz, one of the group organizers for the Puerto 
Rican Division of Community E:lucation, leads a discussion in Barrio Cibuco. 
He helps members of the community arrive at decisions by telling them how 
other groups have solved their problems. (56-8?7) 

Photograph from Hamilton Hright 


