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PAKISTAN SENDS OUT FmsT ENVOY 

The appointment of women as ambassadors has now become accepted practice 
in the United States. But not so in the Moslem world. Therefore the appointment 
of Begum Liaquat Ali lilian as ambassador to the Netherlands from Pakistan marks a 
milestone in the entire l1oslem world, stretching from North Africa to Indonesia 
and encompassi.ng some L.ooo, 000,000 persons. 

Curious as to what peculiar talents brought about this remarkable appointment, 
I arranged for an interview with the Begum just before she left Karachi for her 
new assignment in Amsterdam and The Hague. 

Our meeting took place in her home in Clifton Beach, a suburb of Karachi, 
where most of the embassies are located and where many of the Pru{astani working in 
the federal government reside. The house is one of the many modern buildings 
which have sprung up in the capital, similar in style to the Spanish homes in our 
South1-rest, built of concrete, and salmon in color. 

The room in which we met was small but fasciating. Around the walls were· 
photographs of government officials and several pictures of Mohammed Ali Jinnah, 
the founder of Pakistan. The central photograph, however, was a large illuminated 
picture of Liaquat Ali Khan, her and the· first Prime Minister of Pakistan 
until his assassination in 1951. Noticeable, too, was an attractive embroidered 
print of a scene from the Mogul days of this part of the world, standing in a 
prominent place in the room. On the table 1-ras a · bowl of red zinnias which matched 
perfectly the upholstery of the chairs and divano 

As the Begum entered the room I caught immediately the sense of her charm and 
presence about which others had spoken so enthusiastically. Short and round-faced, 
her jet black hair and brown skin were set off sharply by the white eilk shalwar or 
vull trouserlike costume, the kamiz or frock, in green, yellow, and blue, 
and the airy-white duppata or headdress framing her face. 

She was poised and confident as I asked her if she would be willing to tell 
me something about the persons who had influenced hyr most in her life. 11First 
of all there w:ere my parents, of course. Parents usually are the most influential 
on all of us, arentt they? she queried, lvith a t ;dnkle in her eye and a soft smile 
spreading over her face. 

EDUCATION FOR SlffiVICE 

Pressed a little on this point she said that they had encouraged her to get 
a good education and had implanted the idea of service in her. 

"Then, in the prepartition days we:"Were all of us inspired by Jinnah and Nehru 
and Ghandi, 11 · She paused a moment and a sl:.i.ght frown came over her expressive face 
and she added, IIThat ·Has in the days v.rhen we were fight.ing for our independence :·· "o 
from England and before the time of our great confusion." I did not stop to ask 
her wh3.t she meant by 11 our great col".fusion11 as I l:a.s certain she meant not only 
the struggle for independence, but the conflict which broke out between the Hindus 
al'ld the Moslems, lvith its tragic results, and the migration o£ eight million 
Moslems to Pakistan and nearly as many Hindus to India. 



Then her mind seemed to return to the question about influences and she said, 
"And then there was Mrs. Naidu, who used to come to conferences of students· and 
certainly imspired many of us, particula:r.·ly the young girls and women," So, among 
the women it was the poet ~1d political leader of prepartition India who helped 
her to see what part women could play in the formation of modern nations. 

STRONG I!DrL~~ESo 

Again she paused, and I began to see that she did not speak glib~ but 
carefully, respecting my question by giving it her full thought. "Most of all, it 
was Jinnah and my future husband, Liaquat Ali Khan, who influenced me. Jinah "l'ras 
so proper and well-dressed, and so distinguished-looYjlog. And you know how girls 
t got for that kind of man." 

"And your late husband?" I asked a bit timidly for fear she 1-muld not 
want to recall his assassination. 

"Oh, I was still a college girl then and used to hear him from the gallery, 
and we would applaud and applaud and applaud. He was such a wonderful thinker and 
such a powerful speaker." She spoke of one speech in particular, in which he 
opposed the Simon Report and in which he was able to help bring about a defeat of 
the report by one precious vote in the United Provinces Assembly. 

I did not probe further. Her friends had told me of the great comradeship 
between these two, of the trips they had taken to England and the continent to­
gether, of his urg_ing her to go into public life at the time of the massacres and 
mass migrations attending partition. 

Instead, I asked her how she happened to go into educational and social 
service work vJhen there were so many fields in which she could have contributed so 
well. 

There was no hesitation this time. Promptly and emphatically she replied, 
11It was those awful days of part.ition and the sights before our eyes all the time. 
They were all around us. Something had to be done. No government could cope 
with it." 

Then she told me about the work in feeding refugees in Karachi and Lahore, 
where upward of two million persons awarmed from across the Indian border, of 
trying to find accommodations for them, of getting cottage industries sta~ed, and 
schools for the children. 

Asked how so many women could plunge into this work when they were in purdah, 
wearing the veUs with tiny slits for their eyes, she answered, 11 0h, that didnJt 
matter., The ·t-romen here wanted to help and they knetv the men were busy at other, 
things. They came and worked in their veilsa One woman, for example, want.ed to 
work in a hospital. Her husband didn2t \.Jant her to give up rn.-~-dai1., So she made a 
compromise by keeping her veil and working in the hospital. But mar..y came of of 
purdah to do this important work. 11 

:rtJANY WORK IN FIELDS. 

In order to· set me str~ght as a foreigner and westerner and Cqristian she 
added, 11 0f course, many women never were in purdah. There is nothint ih the Koran 
that requires it. And many women, especially in the villages, have a+ways worked 
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alongside their husbands, in the fields." 

vJhat she did not say was that her example, as the wif'e· of th& Prime 1-tlnister 
and as a personality with wide human appeal, had done much to bring many prominent 
women into this work with refugees. 

"And i.:f't;er they had started working with refugees ••• • 11 I remarked, and she 
picked up the clua quickly1 speaking with animation. 11This has led on to so many 
things. There is the All Pakistan Woments ASsociation which we have organized, 
and the Pakistan Cottage Industries, the Hodel Colony for Crattsmen and our 
Nusrat Industrial Home here in Karachi, 11 She had talked about the work 11we11 had 
done, but I lmew that she had been founder of all these groups and also president 
of each of them. · 

She might have mentioned others, for she has also been founder and comptroller 
of the Pakistan Woments National Guard and Woments National Guard and vJoments 
Naval Reserve, president of the Liaquat National Hospital Committee, and founder 
of the University Woments Association and the International Club ot Karachi, as 
well as a member of many other organizations. 

CHAMPIONED UNICEF 

OUr conversation then turned to the United Nations and her work as a delegate 
to the seventh General Assembly in 1952. It 1-1as at that meeting that she made 
one of her most brilliant speeches, an impassioned plea tor the continuance of 
UNICEF, the Children's :FUnd. 

Finally, I· expressed ,cycongratulati(mS for her appointment as ambassador ilo 
the Netherlands, and a little regret that she would have to leave all her 1m• 
portant work in Pakistan at this critical juncture. 

A tone of regret entered her voice as she said "Yes, it was not an easy 
decision - and I go with some reluctance because there is so much to do at home. 
But I felt this was a recognition of the worth of women and could not refuse. 
Perhaps I can help a little in this way to bring the women of the world closer 
together. 11 

So· Begum Liquat Ali IDlan has set wt -ror the Netherland~, a woman of Pa.kistan, 
accredited by Queen Elizabeth of England to the Court of Queen Juliana o£ the 
Netherlands. She enters::;this new field with all her charm, her training in poli­
tics, a remarkable command of English, a will to help-people and her countr,y of 
Pakistan as the Moslem world's first woman ambassador. 

PAKISTAN ATTACKING WITH COURAGE ITS COLOSSAL EDUCATIONAL PROBLE1'1S 

What a colossal task confronts Pakistan in education!" Tha'G is my general 
reaction after six weeks of intensive and extensive travel and study from Karachi 

• north to the Khyber Pass and east to Dacca and· Chittagong, visitfng schools and 
colleges, talking with teachers and professors,·directors of public instruction 
in the provinces, and the Minister of Education, Dr. I. H. Quereshi and his 
colleagues in the federal office. 

Seven years ago when Pakistan was established, there were fe'ftl schools in the 
country and a large propo:ration of the teachers, professors, and pupils were 
Hindus. 
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Literacy at that time was somewhere between 15 and 20 per cent of the popu­
lation, with more Hindus than MOslems literate, soothat the figure would be much 
lower immediately after partitiOn.;· : 

El!ERGII\G FRCM COWN!.ALISH 

Furthermore, Pakistan was saddled with a system of education which was int.end• 
ed to turn out a few good civil servants and clerks for the British colonial 
administration rather than to produce leaders of a new nation, techriically skilled 
experts, and a mass of educated men and women for a democratic way of life. 

Just as crippling was the credo of education to which so many Moslem educators 
clung, with its emphasis upon literary appreciation, philosophical interpretation, 
and historical background, stressing the Koran and other religious writingso 

Teachers have been hard to find, since the prestige of the profession is not 
too high and the pay pitiful. A beginning teacher in a village elementary school 
earns 35 to 50 rupees a month about $10 to $15. True, they have little more than 
an elementary school education, but that is a mighty low sum in any part of the 
world. Secondary school teachers have more training, but they start at about 100 
rupees a month or $30 to $35. 

FINANCES 

If all this were not enough, one still has to add the financial condition of 
the country as it affects improvements in education. This means that large sums 
of money could not be made available to education-at least in the first few years. 
They had to be invested in factories and capital equipment, dames and barrages, 
and irrigation canals, so that Pakistan would not be completely dependent upon 
the rest of the world. 

Even the great aw~{ening of many people to the need for education has been 
a handicap as well as a help to officials interested in schools and colleges, 
technical institutions, and mass education. As Dr. Quereski pointed out to this 
writer, the demands of the people and their expectations were far beyond the 
realm of realization. They wanted education but did not see the obstacles to 
obtaining it. 

Among many of those who have demanded education for themselves or their 
children, the motivation has been largely materialistic. Education is seen as 
an escape frM manual labor, as in many other parts of the world. The rush has 
been t~ get an education in order to qualify for a white-collar job or a tech­
nical p~ition. 

\ 

St:Ul another hurdle has been the language problem. Classes in 1.Vest Pakistan 
are conducted in Urdu from the fir~t grade, even though children usually speak 
Pushto, ?unjabi, Sindhi or some other tongue at hom., To U!1dersta:nd t!d3 situation, 
one might think in terms of cond,lcting classes in the United States in Gel'"lTlan or 
French. 

Unfortunately there has been no great demand for adult education. Just why 
is difficult to determine. Such a movement came in Turkey largely because of the 
dyna.mic leadership of Kema.l Ataturk. There seems to be no equivalent leadership 
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~ Pakistan. In Mexico it came with a social and economic revolution and 
because the common people lmew that life could be better. There has been no such 
soci.al... and economic revolution accompanying the political revolutie-n in Pakistan, 
and no nearby country to demonstrate that life can be better. 

These are some of the reasons why I retUl~ed to the States impressed ~dth 
the colossal tasks which confront educators in Pakistan today. 

PROGRESS PROMISING. 

Despite the difficuJ.ties confronting educators in Pakistan, considerable 
progress has been made in the last seven years. To meet the demand for education 
and to chart the needs of this new nation, a Six Year National Plan of Educational 
Development has been drafted. It calls for the establishment of 19 new colleges, 
66 training institutions,· 31 technical institutions, 13 commercial schools, 721 
secondary schools, and 24, 027 primary and 30 pre•primary schools. 

These and other provisions make it an ambitious plan, but progress has al• 
ready been made on it. For example, a new university has been opened at Rajshahi 
in East Pakistan and the Orie~ College in Peshawar has been expanded and 
several new buildings bullt to accommodate this new school. The same can be said 
of the University of Karachi, in the nation's capital. 

Some progress has also been made in starting technical and commercial high 
schools and colleges, which are set sorely nee'led as Pakistan undertakes partial 
industrialization. In 1951, the . .first technical high school was started in 
Karachi. others _are :undw·way, the foundation stone for one at cyallpur having 
been_laid just'a few weeks ago, With help from the Ford Foundation, a ~ly­
teclinic college is being established in Karachi and home economics instj_tuti~ns 
are under way in Karachi and Lahore. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOlS OPENED. 

The biggest job has been done in opening elementary schools throughout the 
nation. The Minister of Education recently announced that about 6o per cent of 
the boys in urban areas 1>rere now in school and that there were seven times the 
number of schools in the nation now as there Here after partition. That is truly 
remarkable growth. The question a:r~.ses as to whether it j,s bet.ter t.o continue 
building schools or to ~nprove the education in those alreaqy existl~~. 

A unique expe~ment is being conducted in Baluchistan in mobile schools. 
Th&se ara int~nded for communities with a few families, isolated from other parts 
of the oountl~.f and unable to support a fu:!.l-time teacher. A truck is equipped 
with books and supplies and the teacher becomes a circuit rider, moving from 
coiiiJTDlnity to commur.ity, coming back every two or three weeks • 

The Village Aid program and Radio Pakistan are two other p~omising practices 
in Pakistan. In addition, the departments of public info!'mation in some provinces 
are sending out sound trucks or boats into villages for evening progr~, usually 
of documentary films. These often draw thousands of people. 

TRAINING LEADERS. 

Last year 10 Pakistani were seat to the UNESCO training center in funda­
mental education in Mexico and this yes:r a sim:i.lar group is studying there. 
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These trained persons will be used as leaders in mass · e"dueat±cm-and Village Aid 
programs upon their return. 

In the Thal project in the Punjab, 10 acres of land are being set aside for 
~. · use by the. schools for demonstration farming and gardens for the pupils. Event .. 

ua.ll:y it is planned to bn11d two small houses i.n each vill.a.ge in this area £or 
teachers, to augment their meager salaries. 

According to the Minister o£ Education, one of the greatest needs of Pakistan 
is a Central Institute of Education which would serve as a graduate school and 
research center. Its purpose woul..d be to find ways and means of adapting ne1-r =r 

ideas in education to the peculiar needs of Pakistan. Plans are now being worked 
out for such an institute. 

RADIO PAKISTAN REACHES SCHOOLS. 

One of the most promising instruments for education in· Pakistan is Radio 
Pakistan, a federally owned and operated station in Karachi, with affiliated 
stations in Dacca in East Pakistan, Lahore and Rawalpindi in the Punjab, and 
Peshawar in the Northwest Frontier Province. 

Every day but Sunday this station provides the people of Pakistan with eight 
hours of news, music, talks, and other forms of· education and entertainment. On 
Sundays, the free day in most parts of Pakistan, it is on the air 12 hours, 
Paid for by the government, it has complete control of its programs and they are 
of a generally high quality. 

Although it has not been used extensively as yet for education in the schools, 
a start has been made. In the federal district of Karachi there are now 80 
secondar,y schools equipped with radios, using the programs in history, geography, 
civics, and health and hygiene which Radio Pakistan puts on in cooperation with . 
teachers and pupils. A si.'Tlilar but less extensive program is conducted in schools 
around Lahore, capital of the Punjab. 

The goverr.llllent of East. Bengal has just bought 3, 000 sets to install in 
villages and schools of that province,. This -vliD. be the moat. extensiYe use of 
radio thus far for schools and the adult population. 

Further use of this new instrument for education awaits the introduction of 
electricity outside the major cities • 



WORLD AFFAIRS MATERIALS 
Brooklyn College Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 

(Please make checb payable to World AHairs Materials) 

Free and Inexpensive Materials on World AHairs 1959 -$1.25 
(A list of 1400 items available from different organizations) if cash $1.00 

For Elementary Schools (See also Materials on Africa) 
Studying Asia in Elementary.Schools . 
Studying the Middle E~st in Elementary Schools 

For Secondary Schools (See also Materials on Africa) 
Resource Unit on China 

· Resource Unit on India 
Resource Unit on Japan 
Resource Unit on the Middle East 
Resource Unit on Southeast Asia 

Materials on Africa (See filmstrip below) 
Scott Africa: World's Last Frontier 
Ghana: Progress and Problems 
Nigeria: Background Paper 
Nigeria reprint from The Instructor 
Studying Africa in Elem. and Sec. Schools 
Map (In color, 48" by 72") 
Lindgren Sia Lives on Kilimanjaro Macmillan 
Paton Land and People of South Africa Lippincott 
Free and Inexpensive Materials on Africa 
Aggrey Speaks, Nkrumah Speaks, and van der Post Speaks 
Exploring the New Africa 
The New Map of Africa in My Mind 

Background Papers and Reprints 
Pakistan 
Challenges in International Education 
Studying Other Countries 
Education for the Community of 1985 

Speaks Series of Biographical Booklets 

1957. 25c 
1959 35c 

1959 SOc 
1959 SOc 
t957 SOc 
1959 SOc 
1959 SOc 

1959 .35 
1959 .25 
1959 .50 
1960 .20 
1959 .50 
1958 1.25 
1959 2.00 
1955 3.00 
1959 .25 
1959 .25 ' 
1959 LOO 
1960 .20 

1956 40c: 
1959 20c 
1959 15c 
1960 20c 

On Nehru, Ben-Gurion, U Nu, Gandhi, 
Einstein, T agore and others I Oc each; 18 assorted titles for $1.00 

Books (See also two books above on Africa) 
Epstein First Book of the United Nations Watts 1960 
Evans People Are Important Capitol 
Everett and Arndt Teaching World Affairs 

In American Schools Harper 1956 
Kenworthy (Editor) International Understanding Through the 

Secondary Schools, December, 1956 Bulletin of the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals 

Kenworthy lntroducing.Children to the World: In Elementary 
and Junior High Schools Harper 1956 

Liang Tommy and Dee-Dee Oxford Univ. Press 1953 
Filmstrips 

Profile of Nigeria 
Profile of Pakistan 
Profile of Puerto Rico 
Schools Around the World 
Beauty Around the World 

In Color 
In Color 
In Color 
Black and white 
Black and white 
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$1.00 
$2.50 

$4.00 

$1.00 

$3.75 
$2.00 

$6.00 
$6.00 
$6.00 
$5.00 
$5.00 ',·i 


