
NIGERIA 
A Background Paper 

Leonard S. Kenwort hY 

\\loRLD AFFAIRS MATERIALS 

Brooklyn College 

Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 

1 9 5 9 



p.l 
NIGERIA ---A BACKGROUND PAPER 

The compiler wishes to express his gratitude to a small group 
of prospective social studies teachers in his class at Brooklyn 
College who helped to gather some o~ the material in this paper. 
Much of the material found here will appear in Profile of Niger
~ to be published by Doubleday and Company on October 1, 1960. 
This will be a 96 page book with 80 photographs. Price $2.50. 

The Importance of Nigeria 

1. Largest country in Africa in population. 35 million. 
Nearest 11 competitors"-Egypt with 25 million; Ethiopia with 
around 20 million. 

2. Another of the new nations established since World War II. 
3. An African country with almost no race problem. 
4. Country with important agricultural products~-peanuts, cotton, 

cocoa, palm oil, palm kernels, timber, rubber, hides. 
5. Important minerals. 95¢ of the world's supply of columbite 

(Used in making steel,jet engines especially), tin, lead, 
zinc, and some coal. Oil recently discovered. 

6. Potential member and possibly leader of a West African Feder
ation. 

Location 

Like a keystone wedged into western aide of Africa, just south 
of the bulge in Africa. 

North of the equator. Longitude 4 degrees and 15 degrees; 
latitude 5 degrees and 14 degrees. 

River Niger flows through Ni geria. 

Neighboring countries: 
North-French West Africa 
South-Gulf of Guinea 
East-French Equattrial Africa 
West-Dahomey and French West Africa 

Almost surrounded by French territories 

~ (including Cameroons} 

372,647 square miles. 
About the size of Texas and Arizona combined. 
Three times the size of Norway 
Four times the size of the United Kingdom 
Ten times the size of Portugal 
Thirty-five times the size of Belgium 

Climate 

Varies widely, from tropical to sub-tropical. 
North: Sub-tropical. Ramnfall around 20 inches a year. 

Harmatan-dry, desert wind. Brings temperature at night down 
to 45 degrees or so for part of the year. 

South: Tropical conditions, with rainy and dry seasons about 
equal. 70 to 150 inches of rain a year in most places. 
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The land of any country is comparable to a "stage" on which 
the people act. 

Five Ma,j or Resions 

1. Mangrove swamps and delta. 
Along the coast of the Gulf of Guinea. Delta of Niger river. 

Mangrove srees with tremendous roots. Many islands. 
Wwampland. Mud banks and sand. 
Often h~t and humid. 

2. Forest Area 
Forests, ferms, t'canes ", and palms. 
Such trees as giant cottonwoods with fluted trunks like 

buttresses of a cathedral, satinwoods, cedars, gnarled 
baobabs, wawas, ironwoods, etc. Good timber. 

Often creepers and vines. 
More rainfall and good earth. 

3. Grasslands, savannah, plains 
Largest area of Nigeria, mostly in the Northern Region. 
Good farming-cotton, peanuts , for example. Sandy soil in 

many places. 
Much grazing. 
Drier climate. Harmatan. (see climate) 
Jos Plateau in eastern section of this area. 

4. Desert and Thorn Forest 
In the extreme north. 
Sahara "spills over" into Nigeria. Was "front door" to 

Nigeria for centeries, with camel caravans. 
5. Cameroon Mountain Area 

In southeastern part of Nigeria 
Cameroon Mountain--13,500 feet high. 
Active volcanoes, althnugh only two eruptions since 1900. 

River System 
' Niger River with Benue and other tributaries-forms largest river 

system of Africa. Has been a wonderful, "Highway" 
Niger-Benue like a huge "Y", dividing Nigeria into three parts. 

Political eivisions of North, South, and East. 
Left fork-Niger. Starts in highlands of Sierre Leone. Flows 

through northwestern Nigeria until it meets the Benue. 
Right fork-the Benue. Rises in the Cameroons. Flows through 

northeastern part of Nigeria until it meets the Niger. 

Major ports: Lagos and Port Harc ourt • 

Resources 

Agricultural: Peanuts, cotton, cocoa, timber, hides and skins, 
palm oil and palm kernels, yams, tobacco, rubber, bananas, 
(in the Cameroons), gum arabic, kola nuts, shea nuts, etc. 

Mineral 

Tin the major mineral. Coal in Enugu area. Lead and zinc 
near the tin in Jos Plateau. 011 in the south. 
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Nigeria--The People 

Approximately 35 million at the time of independence-1960. 

No country of Nigeria; hence no "Nigerians" prior to 1nrlependence. 
Nvver haa been a country. 

People identify themselves largely by tribe or region; very 
little sense of nationality as yet. Like days of u.s.A. 
when people were Virginians, Pennsylaanians, etc. rather 
than Americans. 

Many tribes, of which the following are the largest: 

1. Hausas 
2. Ibos 
3. Yorubas 
4. Fulanis 
5. Kanuris 
6. Ib1bios 

5t million 
5 million 
4i million 
3 million 
li million 
3/4 million 

Northern Area 
Two largest groups Hausas and Fulanis 

Hausas from Mecca. Original settlers of area. Speak Rausa. 
Traders and some farmers. Defeated in early days by the 
Fulanis, but stayed on in north, inter-married. 

Fulanis divided into three major classes: 
a. Emirs or tribal chiefs 
b. Learned class. Moslem judges, teachers, ihmans or Moslem 

lay preachers. 
o. Nomadic group. Sometimes called the "Cow Fulanis" 

Eastern Region 

Ibos the largest group. More individualistic. Even different 
dialects used in this tribe. 
Live largely in small towns and villages. Farmers, traders. 
Women have had more rights than in most Nigerian groups. 

Western Region 

Yorubas the largest group. Onee had an empire in western part 
of what is now Nigeria. Driven south by Hausas and others. 
Established towns and cities for protection .as well as trade. 
Probably came from Sudan or Upper Egypt originally. 
Women are traders as Ibo women are. 

Great differences in appearance of these various people. 
Fulanis tall, with olive-skin, wavy hair. Ibos shorter and 

much darker. 

Few Europeans; hence little race problem in Nigeria today. 
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Nigeria--Homes and Food 

Greater variety among Nigerians in homes and ~ood than among 
Americans. 

Houses and Homes 

Live largely in groups--often larger families 
a. Originally for protection 
b. For sociability 
c. Because of land system--not large farms as in U.S.A. 
d. Importance of families 

Village~ 
Clusters of several houses--called compound 
Usually a wall around the compound 
Houses made of thatch or mud. Roofs thatcher mud with wooden 

timbers or beams. 
Villages range in population from 50 to 500 ore more. 
Often in forest areas; near stream for drinking water, 

bathing and transportation. 

Homes of Nomads 

Often tents or flimsy houses made of light branches and grass. 
Live out doors most of the time. 

Houses in the North 

Largely of mud; in cities some houses with corrugated iron 
roofs. Safer-protection against fire. 

No windows--makes them cooler and less expensive to build 
Mud moulded into bricks 
Usually flat on top--no problem of rain 

Richer people have homes of concrete or masonry. Some modern 
s~yles of architecture. 

Some mud houses have decorations in mud. Made with sticks 
or with fingers, like finger-painting. Animals and pe:lple 
predominate in designs. Sometimes merely strokes of hands. 
City with many of these-Zaria. 

Cooking out of doo~rs or in a separate building for all women 
of the compound. 

Light. Home-made lamps common in villages. Electricity in 
towns and cities. 

Laundry in streams or rivers. Beat clothes against r&cks. 
Dried on river or stream banks in sun. Their versionof 
outdoor "Laundromats". 
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Most important utensil--mortar and pestle. Yams crushed into 
fou-fou, like dough. Or cassava roots beaten. 

Houses in South. 

Similar to those in the north. ~Jiore likely to use thatch 
and/or wood. In other respects similar. 

Modern Houses 

Ili.Iore and more modern houses in towns and cities. Electricity, 
stoves, western-typo furniture, etc. 

Food -
Home-made baskets and trays used a great deal. 
Calabashes (gourds) carved out for carrying water, for platest, 

etc. Often beautifully decorated. 

Common meal of the poor. Corn, boiled and pounded. Served with 
palm oil, spices, and soup. Sometimes a little dried fish. 

Meat common in north; scarce and expensive in south due to 
tsetse fly destroying cattle and sheep. 

In north more people eat corn as a cereal, with milk and sugar. 

Yams, rice, cassava popular. Fou-fou like mashed potatoes. 

Fruit fairly plentiful and often delicious. Mangoes, melons. 

Like spiced foods, often very hot. 

A specialty is the kola nut 
Satisfies hunger and quenches thirst 
Offered to guests in a home. 
Sent out in some places like calling cards as invitation to 

wedding, announcement of a birth of a child. If accepte'd, 
means you will attend cereomony or onngratulate parents. 

Sometimes used also to celebrate contracts and agreements. 
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Nigeria-Clothes 

Among the most colorful and attractive in the world. 
Tremendous variety. 

Moat Common vvoman 1 s Dress 

Blouse: Full sleeves and loose fitting in south. Tighter 1n 
the north. 

Wrapper or wrap-around: Skirt. Worn with bmouse in south; 
often higher on body and without blouse in the north. 

Head -ties: Loose, with flourish in south; tighter a~ shorter 
in the north. Two yards long in the south; one yard in the 
north. 

e 
Jew~ry: Bracelets, necklaces, ear-rings. Gold popular-some 

available in Nigeria. 

Shoes: Many women go barefoot. Others wear slippers or sandals. 
Leather popular in the north. 

Men's Cl oth1n5 

Men in nomadic tribes wear little clothing. 

In north men likely to wear long white robes and white caps 
made of cotton or skull caps in color, with embroidery on 
them. 

Many middle class men wear western dress. 

Many other variations--pants with a kind of long skirt worn 
over it. 

Tribal chiefs of the north wear very colorful costumes--robes, 
with enormous colored turbans around their heads and necks. 
Umbrellas (in color) carried by men. 

No special costumes for tribesbut patterns, cloth, and some
times color charact4rist1cs of certain groups. Yorubas
women, likely to wear clothes less tightly. Like blue or 
indigo dresses and wrap-arounds and head-ties. 

Kanuris likely to wear blue or black. Itsekiris specialize 
in reds and yellows. 

Much of the cotton cloth made in England and shipped back to 
Nigeria. Some goods woven on looms at home. 
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How Nigerians Earn A Ltvins 

Standard of living very low compared to Western Europe and USA. 
$75 per person per year. Less than $150 of Ghana, but high~e 
than most parts of Africa and Asia. $2200 or more in U.S.A. 

Bicycle is to the Nigerians what a high priced automobile isto 
the American--something he hopes to own someday, 

Farming Small plots of ground, often tilled by hand or with 
wooden tools. 

Few plantations or cooperatives although the eovernment 
is pushing the cooperative movement. 

Largest export money cropsare palm oil and palm kernels. 
Eastern and Western Regions largely. 

Feanuts next largest export money earner 
Grown in sandy soil~ north. On vines, like potatoes 

Cattle and sheep in the north. 
Timber-especially hardwooJs-in west and some in the east. 
Cocoa in Western Region. Grows on trees which resemble white 

birches. Cacao grows in fruit or pods like yellow 
squashes next to trunk of trees, Black beans inside 
pulp of pod. 

Some men in villages are~ s~ecialists--carpenters, blacksmit~s, 
weavers (women, too), etc. 

Increasing number of teachers, government officials, and 
transportation and communication workers. 

Mining 

See map on page 3 for location of coal mines, lead and zinc, 
tin, oil, etc. 

Columbite--95% of world's supply in Nigeria. Used in making 
steel which will withstand high temperatures, Eopecially 
good for jet engines. 

Some fisher~en 

Nomadic tribes-herders of cattle and sheep. 

Traders, Women often as traders in market places, especially in 
Eastern and Western Regions. 

~aJor Importa Cotton and rayon goods 
Motor vehicles 
Machinery 
Dried fish 
Wheat, cement, sugar, drinks, electrical supplies 

bicycles, 
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Nigeria-Markets 

Hundreds of markets--large and small. 
Held in villages one day each week, same day of week throughout 

the year. People may visit more than one market a week. 
Come by foot, canoe, lorries, nicycles, boats, camels--
depending upon the part of the country. 

Fascinating spots--see all kinds of sights, hear all kinds of 
sounds, smell all kinds of odors--some good, some not so g~oa. 

Two of the largest: The open-air marltet at Kano -which has exist
ed for centuries. Onitaha--an enclosed market, covering sev
eral city blocks and spilling over onto the streets. 

People arrive early in the morning, may stay all day. Talk to 
friends, haggle over prices in a kind of "game" in which a 
compromise price is reached. 

Sections for different kinds of produce: 
Meats in one part 
Farm tools in another 
Cloth and clothing in a third section 
Foods sold in another section 
So it is with all kinds of goods. Like outdoor dept. store. 

Some people work when not selling. Carpenters,planing, sawing, 
finishing furniture. Blacksmiths shoeing animals, making 
ploughs, etc. 

Open-air palm drink bars and restaurants in many markets. 

Money in Kano market in the north--all kinds of money used. 
Money changers--like bankers outdoors. Money from all parts 
of Africa. 

Women market traders may not have been to school, but are very 
good at keeping inventories in their heads and in reckoning 
prices. 

Language Problem in Ni~eri~ 

Several major languages; hundreds of dialects. Languages for 
each tribe, such as Hausa,}Oruba, three kinds of Ibo, Fulani. 

' 
Major languages of more than one group: 

1. Hausa1 a kind of lingua france of Nigeria·. Easy to learn 
A trader s language for a long time. 

2. English used more and more. Taught from first grade in 
many schools. Language of 1nstruct1on from grades 31- 4. 
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Ntseria--Transportation and Communication 

Original transportation in Nigeria by burro, oxen, camel. 
Camel caravans over the desert. Fhese and horses still used 
widely in the north • 

River transportation very important. On Benue-Niger and their 
tributaries, on streams, on ocdan in the south • 

MUCH transportation on the heads of men, women, and children. 
May carry produce or water in calabashes, enamel dishpans, 
clay p~tchers and other utensils. Carry heavy loads, too. 
Children start very early to carry small packages. 

Few animals in the south for transportation. Killed off by the 
tsetse flies. 

Some good roads in Nigeria. More being built continually. 
Major highways hard surfaced, taken care of by federal govt. 
Next set of roads taken care of by Regional Governments. 
Others by local authorities. 

"Mammy Trucks" or lorries as British call them very much in 
evidence. Most of them have mottoes on them, such as: 

God's Time Ia Best 
No Sweat, No Sweet (English word for candy) 
Safe J:mrney. 

Many bicycles in larger towns and cities. Sometimes used as 
taxis. 

English always interested in building railroads in their 
territories to move produce. Nigerian railroad like a big X 
with terminal points in south--ports at Lagos and Port 
Harcourt. 

Ports enlarged or new ports built at Lagos and Port Harcourt. 

Air trans~ ~tation 
Kana a! Lagos are modern international airports. 

Y~n~ on direct route from Europe to Snuth Africa. 
Smaller airports in several parts of Nigeria. Run by West 

Africa Airways Corporation (Nigerian Ltd.) 

A few newspa&ers. Difficult to have them, owing to large degree 
of illiteracy and problem of various anguages. 

Government encouraging use of radio and films for education. 
Nigerian Broadcasting Company government owned. 

Television instituted in W~stern RegioD in 1960. Plans for its 
introduction in Eastern Region in 1961. 
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!lgeria - Cities 

A striking feature of Nigeria is the number of dities and towns. 

15 of them with over 50,000 
6 of them with over 100,000 

~!'S£St ci ty-Ibadan in the Vie stern Region 
500,000 in the city itself; 8oo,ooo in "Greater Ibadan" 
N0t located an any body of water 
Settled as a military post of Yoruba and as a trading center 
City of "tin-tops"- corrugated iron ro::1fs 
Site of Uni vers· i ty College and Technical Institute 
University College Hospital---very modern 
Chief trade center of Western Region and capital of Region 
On railroad and two major highways 

Lago:2_ 
350,000 inhabitants 
In southern part of the country 
Capital. Now in a Federal District--like District of Columbia 

in the u.s.A. 
Port city and terminus of major railroad. 60% of exports 

pass throu3h Lagos 

Kano 
---o1a trading center of camel caravan routes. Population 150,000 

Mud city-brown, with occasional green trees. 
Famous and beautiful mosque--white with green dome (Moslem) 
Major international airport 
Center of trade in cotton, peanuts, ind1?,o dyes, hides and 

skins qnd so-called ''Moroccan leather' which comes from 
Sokoto and other places and originally was taken to Mor
occo for sale. Hence the name. 

Some Other Cities 

Kaduna--capital nf Northern Region 
Jos--Resort center and near tin, lead, and zinc mines 
Enugu-capital of Eastern Region and coal center 

Ognomosho, Oshogbo, Iwo and Ife-Ife in Western Region 

Sokoto, Maiduguri (northern nerminus of railroad) in Northern 
Region. 

Onitsha, Owerri and Calabra in Eastern R~gion. 
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Nigeria - Health 

Terrific battle going on in Nigeria today--waged with needles, 
syringes and drugs rather than bullets, guns and tanks. 

Battle against disease • 

Worst "diseases" malaria and malnutrition 

People get enough to eat but not always the right kinds of 
food. Far too little meat and milk {see earlier references to 
tsetse fly killing off cattle in southern areas). Too much 
carbohydrates--yams popular. 

Spectacular results in some fields; steady progress in others. 

Other Diweaaes prevalent in Nigeria 
Yellow fever 
Sleeping sickness 
Leprosy (estimated 300,000) 
River blindness (estimated 350,000) 
Intestinal worms from bad drinking water 
Yaws and venereal diseases 
Bilharzia 

Much help from World Health Organization and UNICEF, the United 
Nations Childrens" Fund, especially in campaign against yaws 
and malaria. 

Leprosy almost conquered with modern drugs as D.D.S. and D.P.T. 
Older patients will probably remain in colonies the rest of 
their lives. Newer and younger ones treated in clinics and 
in many cases allowed to remain at home. 

Yaws campaign with help of WHO and UNICEF--whole villages lined 
&p and inoculated. 20¢ shot of penicilin clears up cases. 
W0 rk through tribal chief and/or council. 

Attention now turning to building small hospitals and clinics 
throughout the nation and training doctors, nurses, and health 
officers. 

Only 500 doctors in all of Nigeria at the time of independence. 

Major hospital and training cent§r--University College Hospital 
in Ibadan. Also a School of N rsing. 

New 500 bed hospital erected in 1959 in Lagos. 

Still much reliance on w1tch doctors :for 11cures". 
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Nigeria - Education 

Formerly almost no formal education. Combination of factors: 
Simple life of the people, little need or desire for schools 
British didn't educate people except for a few govt. clerks. 

How did a child"srow up 11 in Nigeria without schools? 

Economic education started earl~-chores around the house, 
in the village, helping mother and father or other members 
of larger family. 

History-through folk tales, stories told by elders. 
Initiation rites of boys and girls at adolescence. 

Arts and crafts and music--learning to dance, to drum, to 
carve, work in leather, weave, and whatever was done in that 
community. 

Moral and spiritual education-set of values well-known and 
firmly upheld by tribe or group. 

Little problem of knowing when an adult and when a child or 
youth. Steps clearly delin~ated. 

S~nce World War I and especially World War II demand for educat
ion. Men as soldiers abroad, people in Nigeria, freedom in 
other countries. ]!.Jyth of white man's superior! t.y exploded. 

New schools everywhere today-many quite simple, mud, or thatch 
buildings with almost no equipment. Some more durable, modern 
buildings. 

Free education introduced into Western Region for 6 years 1955 
Free education introduced in Eastern Region for 6 years 1957 

Example of growth of enrollments--Western Region 
1953-1954 Elem. school children Appro. 450,000 
1957-1958 Elem. school children Approx. 1,000,000 

Problems: 1. Keep children from dropping out at end of lst 2 yrs. 
2. Find teachers; most of them poorly qualified 
3. What should they learn? 
4. How finance education for all children. 

Special problems of education in Northern Region: 
1. Tradition of Koranic school rather than secular ones. 
2. Opposition to education of girls, women 
3. Distances-population scattered 
4. Fewer trained, educated men and especialjy weman. 

Pride of the country University College of Ibadan 
Technical Institutes-three branches. 

1959-1960 Commission from UAS., En?,land and Nigeria to plan 
university for Eastern R gion. 'Zik" wants it to be like a 
U.S. Land Grant College or state university. 

Far too few secondary schools today. 
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Nigeria - Religion 

Three major groups in Nigeria: 
1. Moslems 
2. Christians 
3. African religions-animists 

Moslems 

Majority of population of Nigeria. About 16 million persons. 
Most of N0 rthern Region adherents of Islam. Some in Eastern 

Region; a few in Eastern Region. 
Mos~ue a common sight in villages. Usually the only White 

building. Flat roof except in cities where there are often 
colorful domes. At least one mineret from which call to 
prayer ia made. 

Islam gaining in Nigeria as in other parts of Africa due to: 
1. No record of race prejudice 
2. Still permits polygamy 
3. Fairly easy to join 

Moslem women not as secluded in Nigeria as in Middle East. 

(Note of caution-the word Mohammedanism should not be used. 
They do not worship Mohammed; hence resent this term. Islam 
is the religion--Moslems or Muslims the people). 

Christians 

Largest group in the Eastern Region 

Majority Catholics; others include Methodists, Presbyterians 

Sizeable group in Western Region 

Mostly Church of England, Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians 

Total number of Christians about 8 million. 

African ReliBions 

Usually : called "pagans" but term of derision and contempt 

At best--worshippers of nature. God found in trees, water, 
mountains, lightning, etc. as American Indiassbelieved. 

At worst--involves superstit&tns and idol worsh~p • 
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Nigeria - Recreation 

Like everyone else in the world, like to relax and have fun. 
Have fun in many different ways. 

Life is more leisurely than in u.s.A. Not "clock watchers" 

Little children make mud pies, play ball, run and jump. 
Play "Bojo-Bojo" or hide and seek • 

Little girls have dolls, although not as much as in U.S.A. 
Have younger and brothers and sisters to take care of! 
Dolls likely to be flat pieces of wood with string for 

hair. Tie dolls to their backs with sash as mothers do. 

Boys learn to swim earl, &n south. Ride ponies or horsesin 
the north. canoe • Fish. 

AD! is a popular game. ~~rbles made of seeds or mud. Dig holes 
in ground and or use wooden board with holes in it. 
Complicated game of taansferring "marbles" from hole to 
hole. 

Boxing and wrestling popular, Hogan Bassey, world's featherweight 
champion of the world for a time was a Nigerian. 

CfiCket, basketball, tenni~ in larger Cities. 

Soccer very popular ta in most parts of the world. 

Dancing and ril'rumming the most popular. 

In evenings after work is done, Men and women separately. 

Women drum on small drums held in hands or laps. 

Dancing at harvest time--when yams, cassava, cocoa or some 
other pr~duct gathered. Dancing when boys and girls initiated 
into tribe. Dancing for weddings, holidays. 

"They dance for joy and they dance for gried; they dance for 
love and they dance for hate; they dance to bring prosperity 
and they dance to avert calamity; thet dance for religion 
and they dance to pass the time away. 1 

"High Life" music--like calypso. More sophistie.ated music. 

Durbars in Northern RegigQ 

Especially for installation of a new emir or chief. 

Horses and riders dressed--often in armor like medieval warriors 
in Europe in Middle Ages 

Coulil't jesters 

Dances and parades. 
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Nigeria -- Arts and Crafts 

Benin and Ife Bronzes 

p. 16 

Discovered around 1900 by British. Thought at first to be 
work of Portuguese (Africans incapable of such art work!!) 

Beautiful and finished work in bronze--animals, human figur
es. Impressionistic. Also altar pieces, doors, ornaments 
for homes • 

Probably from 15th and 16th centuries. 

Work of Ben Enwonwu 

Moat famous sculptor in Nigeria today. 
Works in wood and bronze 
Famous works--altar in Onitsha Cathedral "The Risen Christ" 

Qand head of Queen Elizabeth in Lagos outside House of Ass
embly. 

Nigerians as Artists 

Work in many media: Wood 
Calabashes 
Bronze 

Weaving 
Leather --bags, sandals, wallets, shoes, 

gloves, etc. 

Designs on houses (see sectionon family life and homes) 

Making of drums an art 

Question as to how much of this fine art and fraft work will 
be retained as Nigeria becomew more and more industrialized 

Art Work in Maks and Headdresses 

Some of this work handed ~own from generation to generation 

Others made for special cccasions--like costumes made for 
Halloween in the U.S.A. 

Other Arts and Crafts 

Embroidery on hats, blouses 

Ceremonial staffs of linguists--men who speak for chiefs • 
Carved in wood. Sometimes elaborate. 

Brass and gold and silver ear-rings, bracelets, necklaces. 
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Difficult to discover the truth about early history of area. 
Records destroyed as none in stone . 

Sahara desert the "front door" to Nigeria--people came from 
Arabia, Upper Egypt, Sudan across desert. Kano the center. 

Other groups came from what is now Morocco, inland. 

Empire s in West Africa 

Ghana, Mali, Sonhay, and Kanem were four of the most important. 

Ros e and f ell as Greece and Rome, Aztec and Mayan Empires 
..... di d. 

Yoruba s had an empire extending from wha t is now Dahomey and 
Ghana. 

Attacked eventually by Hausas from the North. 
Re trea ted into delta r egion of the south. 
Built cities like Lagos and Ibadan. Became traders. 

Hausas 
De fe ated by t he Fulanis 
Did not leave the north, however. 
Settled down and inter-married. Fulanis remained nomads 

over a long period . Some are still nomads. 

Kanuris the only tribe not to be conquer ed by outsid ers. Live 
in northwestern par~ of Nigeria in Lake Chad area. See map. 

Cont acts with Europeans 

1472 P~rtuguese came to west coast. Took to Europe gold dust, 
ivory , and pepper. 

1485 Britfush appear ed . 

No Europeans s et t l ed in this part of the world . Came in boats, 
us ed them for trad i ng and living , then returnea . 

17th century . Sl ave trade of British, Portuguese and others. 
Profitable bus i nes s in Wes t Indies and America. 20,000 
from West Africa a year for approximately 300 year s . 50,00~ 
a year for a time to the West Indies. 

1807 British forbade the us e of British ships for slave trade 

1833 Sl avery forbidden in British Emp ire. Carried on, however, 
by some nationalities for a time . 
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British Control in Nigeria 

Expeditions of Mungo Park in 1795 and 1805. 

1861 British gained control of Lagos; became colony. 

1879 United Fruit Company formed to oppose French in this part 
of Africa. 1886 charter to the Royal Niger Company (success
or to United Africa Company) to govern along Niger River • 

1893 Niger Coast Protectorate established. 

1900 Charter of Royal Niger Company revoked; British govern
ment took over control. Formed Protectoratesof Southern 
and Northern Nigeria. 

1914 Southern and Northern Protectorates and Lagos united 
and known as Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria. 

Independence movement spurred by granting of independence after 
World War II to India, Ceylon, Pakistan---and especially 

Ghana in West Africa. 

Leader of original independence movement--Dr. Azikiwe (see sect
ion on leaders). 

1946 Constitution which provided central legislature for 
Nigeria. 

1954. Another constitution, Regional governments for Eastern, 
Western, and Northern Regions. Enugu, Ibadan, and Kaduna 
selected as capitals. Each region had its own House of 
Assembly. North and West added Bouse of Chiefs (East establ
ished such a House of Chiefs in 1959-1960.) 
Lagos made a Federal District. Southern Cameroons a quasi

federal territory. 

1957 Eastern and Western Regions given self-government. 
Northern Region requested delay. 

1959 Northern Region granted self-government. 

October 1, 1960 Independence. Nigeria a new nation • 
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Nigeria - Outstanding Political Leaders 

1. Dr. Azikiwe 

Best known leader of Nigeria. 
Premier of Eastern Region. 

Born in Northern Region, 1904. 
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School in Onitsha, Calabar, Methodist Boys H1gh School in Lagos 
Father an officer in the government • 

11Zik 11 to u.s.A. to Lincoln University near !hiladelphia. 
Degrees from Lincoln Univ. and Univ. of Penna. 

Returned to Gold Coast to take part in their independence move
ment as an organizer and journalist. 

Back to Nigeria. Organized the N.C.B.C. National Council for 
Nigeria and the Cameroons. 

Started chain of newspapers in Nigeria. 

Popular, peppery leader, spell-binder as speaker. 

Has championed the rights of women. Interested in university 
for Eastern Region similar to a state university in U.S.A. 
stresstmg agr1culture and tec~~ology. 

2. Awolowo 

Premier of Western Region 

Short, solidly built man. 
Not an especially good public speaker 

Very good organizer. 

Bron 1909 in Ikenme in Western Region 

Quit school early upon death of father, to support family 

Learned shorthand and typing. Worked in commercial firms. 
Studied at night by himself. Eventually ea.rned Bachelor 
of Commerce degree. 

To London to study law. 

Wrote Path to Nigerian Freedom in 1947 • 

Action Party based originally on Yoruba tribe. Later expanded. 

Won election in Western Nigeria in 1951; became Opposition Pa~ty 
leader in Eastern Region in 1957. 
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3. Sarauna of Sokoto 

Alhaji Ahmadu. Title is Sarauna of Sokoto. 

Leader of Northern Peoples Congress (N.P.C.) 
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Not an ardent nationalist originally. More conservative than 
the others. 

Served as a school teacher, District Head Commissioner, and 
head of local government for years. 

Experienced administrator. 

Probably or possibly will become Sultan. Not as ambitious 
politically. Could have been Frime Minister of entire country 
in 1957. Declined. Balewa took the post. 

4. AlhaJi Abubakar Tafawa Balewa 

Prime Minister of Nigeria in 1957. 

Born in 1912 in north. At four taken to Tafawa Balewa--small 
town. 

Father a local government official. Sent boy to western-type 
school in days when this was rare in north. Then to Bauchi 
Provincial School and to K~tsina Training College. 

Taught geography and history. Specialized in English language 

To London to study at Institute of Education of University of 
London. 

1946 Entered Northen House of Assembly and in 1947 Federal 
Legislative Council. 

Deputy leader of Northern Peoples Congress. 
~ 

Why Chosen Prime Minister 

1. Sarda~~a could have had the post. Declined, Balewa as deputy 
head, took over the post. 

2. A Northerner known in the Eastern and Western Regions. 

3. Excellent speaker, known as "silver tongued orator of North" 

4. Honest, able administrator 

5. Has travelled widely abroad, studied abroad. 
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NIGERIA -- A BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Considerable material is available free from the Nigerian 
L4~ison Office, 500 DuPont Circle Building, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. ~r from the Nigerian Information Office, 575 Lexington Ave. 
New York City. Ask for only one copy of materials. Use official 
stationery. 

Some current materials will be found 1n these magazines: 

1. Africa Today American Committee on Africa, 801 Third Ave., 
N.Y.City 17. 

2. Africa Report African-American Institute, 1234 20th St., N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Books for Teachers and Pupils 

Awolowo, Obafami Path to Niserian Freedom London, Faber and 
Faber, Undated, 137 pp. By Premier of Western Region. 

Bartlett, Vernon Struggle for Africa. N.Y., Praeger, 1953• 
246 pp. Chapter 9 on Nigeria. 

Buchanan, K.M. and Pugh, J.C. Land and Peo~le of Niseria. 
London, Univ. of London Press, 1955. 2 2 PP• May be purchas
ed from World Affairs Center, 345 East 46th St., N.Y.C. 17 

Burns, Alan History of Nigeria. N.Y., Macmillan, 1956. 349 pp. 
Campbell, Ala~ The Heart of Africa. N.Y., Knopf, 1954. 

487 pp. Chapter 29 on Nigeria. 
Cary, Joyce, Mister Johnson. N.Y., Harper, 1951. 261 pp. 

Out of print but available in some libBaries. A novel on 
the problems of semi-urbanization and social d~slocat1on, 

Considine, John J. Africa: World of New Men. N.Y., Dodd, Mead, 
1954. 398 pp. Chapter 6 "Z1k and the New Nigeria". 

Courlander, Harold and Herzog, George The Cow-Tail Switch and 
Other West African Stories. N.Y., Holt, 1957. 143 pp. 
For children, but interesting to others, too. 

Gilles, Helen T. "Nigeria: From the Bight of Benin to Africa's 
Desert Sanda" ~ational Geographic. May, 1944. Colored ill-
ustrations. · 

Gunther, John Inside Africa. N.Y., Harper, 1955. 953 P~· 
Chapter 37 "aomplexities and Achievementa: of Nigeria 
Chapter 38 "Nigeria-Its Inflamatory Politics" 
Chapter 39 "The Nigerian Myth" 

Gunther, John "Nigeria: Land of Contrasts" Reader's Die;est. 
March, 1954. 

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development The 
Economic Develo~ment of Nigi~~· Baltimore, Johns Hopkins, 
Press, 1955. 68 pp. Very t chnical, for specialists. 

Leith-Ross, Sylvia Beyond the Niser. London, Lutterworth 
Press, 1951. 124 pp. For children, daily life in villages. 

Kenworthy, Leona~rrl s. "Exploring the New Africa" Brooklyn 
College, World Affairs :f\1aterials, 1959. ~1 Articles on 
"Nigeria Under Constructionu, :Tafawa Balewa-Dark Horse of 
Nigerian Po11 tics", and ''Medical Battle in Eastern Nigeria". 

~enworthy, .Leonard s. Profile of Niseria. N.Y., Doubleday,1960. 
96 PP• $2.50. For grades 6-10 but of interest to adults, too. 
80 photos. 
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Jl.1oore' w. Robert "Progres 8 and Pageantry in crtanging Nigeria II 
National Geographic. September, 1956. Colored illustrations. 

"Nigeria: Special issue of Focus magazine. American Geographic
al Society, March, 1954. Out of print but available in somw 
libraries. Can be photostated at a small cost. 

Niven, C.R. The Land and Peopl~of West Africa. N.Y., Macmill-
an, 1959. Grades 6-9. 

Ohike, Mbonu I Have Two Countries. N.Y., John Day, 1946. 
Olden, Sam ~ing to Know Nigeria. N.Y., Coward-McCann, 1959. 

60 pp. For grades 5-8. Pen and ink sketches • 
Shaw, J .J. and Noyle, .i?eorge "Slimpses of Family Life-Nigei'ia" 

London, Macmillan, 1951. 64 pp. Available for 75¢ from 
World Affairs Center, 345 East 46th St., N.Y.C. 17. For 
schools of Nigeria, with decided British slant. 

Films on Nigeria 

"Challenge in Nigeria" British Information Services (45 Rock
efeller Plaza, N.Y.C. 20) 1947. 20 min. Sound. Rental #2.50. 

"Daybreak in Udi 11 British Information Services (address above). 
1949. 45 min. Sound. Rental -w6. Common work on community 
road and maternity center. 

"Hausa Village" British Information Services 1947. 22 min. 
Sound. Rental ~2.50. Life of the Northern Nigerian people. 

"Africa: Giant with a Future" Distribut~d by Educat&on Services 
(1730 Eye St., N.W., Washington, D.C.). Film in three parts. 
Part I on Nigeria. 

Filmstrips on Nigeria 

"Community Development in West Africa" British Information 
Services, 1951. 21 frames. ~3 Community development in 
Nigeria and Togoland. 

"Profile of Nigeria" 1960. 50 frarJes. Color. #6 World Affairs 
Materials, Brooklyn College, Brooklyn 10, N.Y. 

Records on Nigeria and the Cameroons 

Bulu Songs from the Cameroons" Ethnic Folkways (117 West 46th 
St., N.Y.C.) 

"Drums of Yoruba of Nigeria" Ethnic Folkways (address above). 



WORLD AFFAIRS MATERIALS 
Brooklyn College Brooklyn I 0, N. Y. 

(Please make checks payable to World Affairs Materials) 

Free and Inexpensive Materials on World Affairs 19S9 $1.2S 
(A list of 1400 items available from different organizations) if cash $1.00 

For Elementary Schools (See also Materia ls on Africa) 
Studying Asia in Elementary Schools 
Studying the Middle East in Elementary Schools 

For Secondary Schools (See also Materials on Africa) 
Resource Unit on China 
Resource Unit on India 
Resource Unit on Japan 
Resource Unit on the Middle East 
Resource Un it on Southeast Asia 

Materials on Africa (See filmstrip below) 
Scott Africa: World's Last Frontier 
Ghana: Progress and Problems 
Nigeria: Background Paper 
Nigeria reprint from The Instructor 
Studying Africa in Elem. and Sec. Schools 
Map (In color, 48" by 72") 
Lindgren Sia Lives on Kilimanjaro Macmi llan 
Paton Land and People of South Africa Lippincott 
Free and Inexpensive Materials on Africa 
Aggrey Speaks, Nkrumah Speaks, and van der Post Spea s 
Exploring the New Africa 
The New Map of Africa in My Mind 

Background Papers and Reprints 
Pakistan 
C hallenges in International Education 
Studying Other Countries 
Education for the Community of 198S 

Speaks Series of Biographical Booklets 

19S7 2Sc 
19S9 3Sc 

19S9 SOc 
19S9 SOc 
1957 SOc 
19S9 SOc 
1959 SOc 

1959 .3S 
1959 .25 
1959 .50 
1960 .20 
19S9 .50 
1958 1.25 
19S9 2.00 
1955 3.00 
1959 .2S 
1959 .25 
1959 1.00 
1960 .20 

1956 40c 
19S9 20c 
19S9 ISc 
1960 20c 

On Nehru, Ben-Gurion, U Nu, Gandhi, 
Einstein, T agore and others I Oc each; 18 assorted titles for $1.00 

Books (See also two books above on Africa) 
Epstein First Book of the United Nations Watts 1960 
Evans People Are Important Capitol 
Everett and Arndt Teaching World Affairs 

In American Schools Harper 19S6 
Kenworthy (Editor) International Understanding Through the 

Secondary Schools, December, 19S6 Bulletin of the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals 

Kenworthy Introducing Children to the World: In Elementary 
and Junior High Schools Harper 1956 

Liang Tom my and Dee-Dee Oxford Univ. Press 1953 
Filmstrips 

Profile of Nigeria 
Profile of Pakistan 
Profile of Puerto Rico 
Schools Around the World 
Beauty Around the World 

In Color 
In Color 
In Color 
Black and white 
Black and white 

$1.00 
$2.SO 

$4.00 

$1.00 

$3.75 
$2.00 

$6.00 
$6.00 
$6.00 

. $5.00 
$S.OO 


