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c:£0 much attention is being 
given these days to spectacular 
scientific changes that human 
events of at least as much impor
tance tend to be minimized or 
overlooked. In the perspective of 
history, however, it may well be 
that the significance of the creation 
of the United Nations and the 
Bandung Conference in Indonesia 
in 1955 will surpass the signifi
cance of the launching of Sputnik 
and the voyage of the Nautilus 
under the North Pole. 

As citizens and as teachers we 
need to be informed on both of 
these major types of change. But 
because the major channels of 
communication stress the more dra
matic scientific events, our greatest 
" , _ • :ibution may be to understand 

to interpret to adults and chil
l the human revolutions which 

' taking place today. Since most 
,encies of communciation report 
''lted events, we need to see 

_ ;e day-to-day happenings as 
nts of great contemporary move
ents or revolutions which are 
1anging our lives and the lives of 
·1r children and their parents. 
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Human Aspirations 

Are Changing 

Our W orld 

It would be fine to mention these 
changes positively; but at this junc
ture it is easier to state them nega
tively, for the people of the world 
are clear on what they condemn, 
less clear on what they champion. 
Here, then, briefly stated, are eight 
of the major revolutions of our 
times: 

l. People are in revolt against 
cs>lonlalisin: For many decades the 
white people of western so-called 
Christian nations have dominated 
the world politically, exploiting the 
resources of colonial possessions, 
discriminating against the people 
of color in Asia, the Middle East, 
and Africa, and, with the exception 
of a few privileged persons, de
priving them of even a basic edu
cation. For a long time this dom
ination was accepted as inevitable. 
But eventually people learned that 
they did not need to be subser-........................ 
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vient. As a result 24 new nations, 
comprising nearly a quarter 6f the 
world's population, have been 
formed since World War II, and 
many more new nations are on 
their way to independence. 

2. People are in revolt against 
discnmmation. -For centuries most 
people accepted their lot blindly, 
unmindful of the fact that they, 
too, could be "equal." But today 
the idea of equality has reached 
the most isolated parts of the 
world. People everywhere are 
rebelling against discrimination 
whether they are untouchables of 
India, women of the Middle East, 
or the colored peoples of Africa 
and the United States. No matter 
who they are or where they live, 
people today want to be treated 
as human beings. They want re
spect-irrespective of race, nation
ality, class, color, or creed. 

3. People are in reyq!t against 
feudalism. To most Americans the 
word "feudalism" is an archaic 
term associated with the Middle 
Ages. But to large numbers of 
people it describes the miserable 
conditions under which they still 
live, with present-day feudal own
ers controlling their lives and keep
ing them in continual poverty. The 
battle against feudalism is far from 
over, but attacks have been made 
on feudal control in such far-flung 
spots as Turkey, Japan, and Para
guay. And this revolution continues 
on a world-wide front. 

4. People are. in revolt a~ainst 
~ standards of lJVmg= To people 
living in comfort and even luxury, 

it is almost impossible to imagine 
how most of the world lives. In 
per capita income, we in the 
United States have around $2200 
per year. Meanwhile, two-thirds of 
the world's people exist on $100 
or less per year. In human terms 
that means that three out of four 
babies die at birth or within their 
first year. It means that most 
people go to bed hungry nearly 
every night of their lives. It means 
a lack of sanitation facilities which 
is almost unbelievable-until one 
has smelled and seen the results. 
Today, however, there is a revolt 
against such conditions and it is 
a global revolution. 

ILLITERACY REVOLT 

.5. }~eople are in revolt against 
ignorance and illiteral:Y· In times 
pfst it was not necessary to be lit
erate. Today, however, the skills 
of literacy are absolute necessities 
in almost all parts of the world. 
Yet approximately 60 percent of 
the people on our globe cannot 
read or write. Todav, however, 
there is a hunger f~r education 
everywhere. Governments are un
able to build schools fast enough 
or find and educate enough teach
ers to supply this demand. Even in 
a country like Ethiopia, which de
votes one-third of its national bud
get to education, the demands are 
far greater than can be met. The 
people of the world want to be 
educated and they are demanding 
educational opportunity. 

6. People are in revolt against 
established fOmis-uf economic and 
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political organization. In many 
parts of the w-;;rld today political 
control is still in the hands of a few 
persons, whether they be kings, 
dictators, or autocratic rulers. But 
the days of such rulers are num
bered_:the idea of control by the 
people for the welfare of the peo
ple has caught fire around the 
world. 

7. People are in revolt against 
established value systems. All over 
the world today people are be
coming critical of older ways of 
living and established sets of 
values. The hold of the family, the 
tribe, the local community, or the 
church is being loosened-and 
nothing comparable has taken its 
place. Old standards have been dis
carded; new standards have not as 
yet developed. Some of the more 
unfortunate results are apparent 
in increased juvenile delinquency, 
illegitimate births, and adult 
crimes. 

8. People are in revolt against 
war. 1\1anv of us in the United - ' States have felt the effect of war, 
but not in the way that the people 

of many others parts of the world 
have experienced it. Almost every 
reporter who has been to Russia 
comments on the eagerness of the 
common people to record their 
hatred of war and their fear of an
other conflict. In Japan and Ger
many there are strong pacifist 
movements. People fear war. Often 
their feeling is a negative one, 
without much thought as to what 
can be done positively to prevent 
global suicide. But it is a revolu
tion and it needs to be noted. 

To understand and to interpret 
to others these world-wide revolu
tions of our day is an enormous 
job, hut an exciting one. Whatever 
we can do to help children to like 
themselves so that they can like 
their three billion neighbors is a 
contribution. Leon Saul of the 
University of Pennsylvania pointed 
out recently, "To achieve peace 
and brotherhood on any secure, 
permanent, natural human basis, 
children must be properly reared, 
especially during their most forma
tive years, from conception to five, 
six, or seven." • 

• LIFE demands a great deal of sameness of all those who 
pmticipate in living. But human differences are as precious 
as human conformity. Personality is the highest attribute of 
human life, and personality depends in major part on dif
ferences. But personality goes deeper than merely an out
ward show of differences. It is the mysterious spirit which 
can transform the tedium of sameness into inspired differ
ences.-From Peabody ]ourrwl of Education. 
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• TAKE an interest in the future. That's where you will 
spend the rest of your life.-From Idaho Vo-Ed News. 
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