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writer has recently published a volume on Lead­
ers of New Nations which includes chapters on 
Nasser, King Hussein, and Ben-Gurion. (All 
three of these volumes are published by Double­
day.) 

Over a period of several months, Scholastic 
magazine has printed stories of young people, 
including several from the Middle East. These 
have been printed together under the title 
Young PeoPle of the Eastern Mediterranean and 
edited by Charles Joy (Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 
1959)· 

On the religions of the Middle East, nearly all 
pupils will enjoy and profit from Life magazine's 
volume on The World's Great R eligions (Simon 
and Schuster, 1958) or the Special Edition for 
Young Readers, both editions printed in beau­
tiful color. Some students will also enjoy Ruth 
Smith's Tree of Life (Viking, 1942) with its ex­
cerpts from the sacred writings of several re­
ligions. 

Resources on Countries of the Middle East. In 
addition to volumes for adults which deal with 
specific countries, there is some material for 
children and young people, which is noted here 
country by country. 

Afghanistan. Patricia and Robert Kingsbury's 
small volume on Afghanistan and the H imalayan 
States (Doubleday, 196o) contains many colored 
pictures and a good text. This is one of the 
Around the World Books. 

Arabian Peninsula. Another of the Around the 
World Books is devoted to The Arabian Penin­
sula, written by Harry Hazard (Doubleday, 
1959). For children there is Clarice Pont's No 
School on Friday (McKay, 1953) and Eleanor 
Hoffman's White Mare of the Black Tents 
(Dodd, 1949). Much material is available free 
from the Arabian-American Oil Company (505 
Park Ave., New York 22). 

Egypt. On this nation there is much available 
material. Among the recent books are Jeanette 
Brown's tiny volume for children on Deedee's 
Holiday (Friendship Press, 1956), Arensa Sonder­
gaard's My First Geography of the Suez Canal 
(Little, 1960), and Charles Joy's Island in the 
Desert: The Challenge of the Nile (Coward-Mc­
Cann, 1959), written for upper elementary and 
Junior high school readers. Zaki Mahmoud's 
The Land and People of Egypt (Lippincott, 
1959) is the most recent volume for older sec­
ondary school readers. 

Iran. General accounts of Iran include Alice 
Taylor's Iran (Holiday, 1955) and Donald Bar-

ton's Iran (Doubleday, 1958), a volume in the 
Around the World Series. For children there is 
Alice Kelsey's book of folk tales entitled Once 
the Mullah (Longman's, 1954) and her volume 
entitled I Give You My Colt (Longmans, 1956). 

Iraq. The only recent reference on Iraq suit­
able for young people is an article in the Octo­
ber, 1958 National Geographic on "Iraq-Where 
Oil and Water Mix." 

Israel. Of the many books on Israel special 
mention should be made of Nora Kubie's First 
Book of Israel (Watts, 1953), Gloria Hoffman's 
Home At Last: A Story of Children in Israel To­
day (McKay, 1951), Sonia Gidal's Meier Shfeya: 
A Children's Village in Israel (Behrman House, 
1950), Sonia and Tim Gidal's My Village in 
Israel (Panethon, 1959), and an older volume by 
Evelyn Greenberg on The Little Tractor Who 
Travelled to Israel (Behrman, 1949). For junior 
and senior high school pupils one of the best 
accounts is Gail Hoffman's La.nd and People of 
Israel (Lippincott, 1955). A wealth of free ma­
terial is available from the Israel Office of In­
formation (11 East 7oth St., New York 21). 

L ebanon. There are four new references on 
this nation, three of them for children. These 
are Dorothy Blatter's The Thirsty Village 
(Friendship Press, 1958), Jim Breetveld's Getting 
to Know Lebanon (Coward, 1959), the section in 
the 1958 Hi-Neighbor book of UNICEF (U.S. 
Committee on UNICEF, United Nations, New 
York), and an article in the National Geographic 
for April, 1958 on "Young-Old Lebanon Lives 
by Trade." World Affairs Materials (Brooklyn 
College, Brooklyn 10) has two brief biographical 
booklets on "Charles Malik Speaks" and "Khalil 
Gibran Speaks" available at two for 15 cents. 

Pakistan. John C. Caldwell has done an inter­
esting volume, profusely illustrated, entitled 
L et's Visit Pakistan (John Day, 196o) which is 
especially good for upper elementary school pu­
pils. For older students there are three new or 
fairly new books. One is Patricia and Robert 
Kingsbury's Pakistan (Doubleday, 1958) in the 
Around the World Series, a second is Herbert 
Feldman's The Land and People of Pakistan 
(Macmillan, 1958), and a third is Geoffrey 
Tease's The Young Traveler in India and Pakis­
tan (Dutton, 1956). Teachers will find the "Fun 
and Festival from India, Pakistan and Ceylon" 
(Friendship Press, 1954) very helpful. 

Turkey. Among the best books for children on 
Turkey are Marjorie Darling's journey to An­
kara (Macmillan, 1954), Nizabet Eye's Turgut 



MURALS IN OUR MINDS 47 

Lives in Turkey (Longmans, 1939), Lucile Mc­
Donald's Sheker's Lucky Piece (Oxford, 1941 ), 
and Alice Kelsey's book of humorous folktales 
entitled Once the Hodja (Longmans, 1953). For 
slightly older pupils in elementary or junior 
high school there is Fanny Davis' Getting to 
Know Turkey (Coward-McCann, 1957). 

For junior and senior high school students 
there are four new volumes. These include Ali 
Riza's The Land and People of Turkey (Mac­
millan, 1958), William Spencer's Land and Peo­
ple of Turkey (Lippincott, 1958), Alexander Me­
lamid's Turkey (Doubleday, 1957) in the Around 
the World Series, and Ray Brock's Ghost on 
Horseback: The Incredible Ataturk (Little, 
Brown, 1955). 

A wealth of material is also available from the 

Turkish Information Office, 444 East 52nd St., 
New York 22. Of special interest is a complete 
kit on Turkey sold by the International Com­
munications Foundations (9033 Wilshire Blvd., 
Beverly Hills, California) for $58, including arti­
facts, four color filmstrips, and study prints. 

Unfortunately there is nothing of special in­
terest to report on Jordan, Libya, the Sudan, 
and Syria. 

Films and filmstrips. Persons desiring material 
on films and filmstrips on the Middle East 
should consult the "Sight and Sound" section of 
this issue, obtain the film list in the Middle East 
Packet referred to earlier, or purchase a "List of 
Films on the Middle East" from the World 
Affairs Center (345 East 46th St., New York 17). 
This list costs 15 cents. 


