










tions logically with others and without 
undue emotion. 

6. Time Acquaintances can be made 
quickly; friendships take time. This is a 
difference especially important for 
Americans to learn, for we are a mobile 
people, moving about quickly and often. 

The late Kurt Lewin used to draw a 
series of concentric circles. The one on 
the outside was drawn with a heavier line 
than the ones on the inside. That repre­
sented the European. It was difficult to 
get beyond that first circle, but once you 
had penetrated it you could pass into the 
innermost thoughts of a person. 

For the second set of circles represent­
ing the American, he drew a thin pencil 
or chalk line for the outside circle and a 
couple of other circles. But the inside 
circle was a very firm line. This set of 
circles represented a person who was easy 
to meet but who seldom let anyone into 
his innermost thoughts. 

Is I NTEREST IN THE WoRLD 
AND IN WORLD NEIGHBORS 

SUBVERSIVE? 

Some of our people in the United 
States fear that any contacts with people 
in other parts of the world will result in 
disloyalty to our own country and its 
ways. They are not many but they are 
vociferous, active and sometimes bellige­
rent. Such people need to be convinced 
that people can have multiple loyalties­
to their own family, their religious group, 
their friendship circle, their country and 
the human race. 

International friendships and loyalties 
need not replace national loyalties. They 
can supplement rather than supplant na­
tional consciousness; complement rather 
than contradict love of one's own coun­
try. 

In today's world the loyal American 
must be informed about international 
affairs. The loyal American must be in­
ternationally as well as nationally literate. 

WHAT ARE A FEW 
OF THE IMPLICATIONS 

FOR CHILDHOOD EDUCATION? 

For years we have proceeded on the 
basis of a curriculum composed of con­
centric circles. We have studied the fam­
ily, the neighborhood, the community, 
the state, the United States, and finally 
the world. Such a curriculum was suffi­
cient in the past. Today it is archaic, 
outmoded-even detrimental to children. 

Today's children have many contacts 
with the world community even before 
they come to school. We should start to 
orient them to other human beings 
around the globe very early in their 
school years. There is no reason why 
they should not become acquainted with 
a variety of families in selected parts of 
the world even in the primary grades. 
There is no reason why they should not 
study selected communities of the world 
at least by grade four, after they have 
studied their own community and selected 
communities in other parts of the United 
States. The international dimension of 
education should be an integral part of 
the curriculum of every school from the 
earliest years. 

CoNCLUSION 

Robert Tristram Coffin, the poet, said, 
"Friends were a chief crop with my 
father." I hope that they are with you. 
I hope that you have some friends who 
are older than you, some who are 
younger. I hope that some of your friends 
are people of different faiths and races 
and ethnic groups. I hope that a few of 
them are persons from other lands. If 
not, I hope that you will examine the 
soil, do . some careful planting, cultivate 
these new plants with care and tenderness, 
and some day reap a fine harvest. Noth­
ing could add more meaning to your life 
than this. 


