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WHo ARE OuR WoRLD NEIGHBORs? 

IN TODAY's woRLD THERE ARE APPROXI

mately three billion . persons living to
gether as world neighbors. By the year 
2000 there will probably be between five 
and six billion, even though the popula
tion explosion may have been slowed 
down perceptibly by that time. 

It is often dangerous to generalize 
about such a large group of human be
ings, but there are a few comments we 
can make about the people of our planet 
as a whole. 

l. Most o f th e people of th e world live 
in Asia. The bulk of the world's people 
live in East Asia, South Asia, and South
east Asia. Out of a representative group 
of 100 persons today, 52 of them would 
be Asians, a fact better understood if we 
take the seven largest nations in the world 
in population: China, around 750 mil
lion persons; India, 450 million; 
U.S.S.R., 235 million; United States, 
about 190 million; Japan, 100 million; 
Indonesia, approximately 95 million; 
Pakistan, about the same number as In
donesia. Five of these nations are in 
Asia and the sixth, the U.S.S.R., includes 
millions of persons of Asian background 
racially and culturally. 
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If we grasped the significance of these 
and related facts, we might function dif
ferently in today's world as persons, as 
citizens and as teachers. 

2. Most of the people of th e world are 
nonwhite. Here I am speaking not in 
terms of race but in terms of color, for it 
is color more than race that disturbs 
many United States citizens. Included in 
this category of nonwhites are all the 
people of Asia, nearly all the people of 
Africa, and large parts of the people of 
the Middle East and Latin America as 
well as some of the people of the U.S.S.R. 

Most of us in the United States are 
going to have to learn to live as a white 
minority in a nonwhite world. That is 
going to be a revolutionary and shatter
ing experience for many of our citizens. 

We have taken giant steps forward in 
this nation in understanding our non
white minorities and in granting them 
their inalienable rights, and I am proud 
of our record. But we have a long way 
to go. 

And what we are doing on a national 
level, we must also do on an international 
plane. 

We are not the only ones who have to 
learn to deal justly with minority groups. 
Prejudice is a world-wide problem, and 
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there are minontles in every nation of 
the world. This is only one of the prob
lems we share with the peoples of the 
world. 

3. Most of the people of the world are 
farmers and fishermen and live in vil
lages, but more and more of them are 
moving today to the cities. If we are 
going to understand and appreciate the 
selves in our world neighbors, then we 
are going to have to learn much more 
than we now know about village life 
around the world. In China there are at 
least a million villages; in India over 
600,000. We need to learn about life in 
such villages and to teach our pupils 
about village life in selected parts of the 
world. 

Unfortunately we will not always be 
able to learn about village life in detail 
from our visitors from abroad. Most of 
them come from the larger cities or the 
towns in their home lands and are not 
always conversant with the details of vil
lage life. They can help us, however, in 
a general way. 

At the same time we need to realize 
that the world is rapidly becoming urban
ized. There are, for example, more 
cities of a million or more inhabitants 
in Latin America than in North America. 
Forty-six per cent of Latin America's 
population now live in cities, with 25 per 
cent concentrated in ten metropolitan 
areas. The same phenomenon is occurring 
in other parts of the world. Everywhere 
people are moving to the cities. 

We need to explore urbanization of 
the world ourselves and teach our pupils 
about city life as well as village life. 

4. Most of the people of the world are 
abysmally poor. If we are going to un
derstand our world neighbors, we need 
to grasp somehow the abysmal poverty 
of most of them, a kind of poverty that 
few of us have experienced or even seen 
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although in the United States today we 
are shocked by the facts and figures of 
"pockets of poverty" existing in the midst 
of unprecedented plenty. But we must 
begin to realize that this is normal for 
most of our world neighbors. What is 
considered poverty in parts of the U.S.A. 
might be affiuence to others. The most 
important economic fact is that two
thirds of the people of the world today 
have a yearly income of $100 or less. 

The implications of that are tremen
dous. The typical house of the world is 
a mud house with a thatched roof; the 
common water supply is a village well 
or stream, often with polluted water. 
Meat, milk and shoes are luxuries. Over 
half the children of the world never at
tend school, despite expanding enroll
ments in almost every country. In Kenya, 
for example, there are 600,000 children 
in grades one to four, 100,000 in grades 
five to eight, and only 5,000 in grades 
nine to twelve, not because of lack of de
sire but because of lack of schools and 
teachers. 

That most of the world is ill-fed, ill
clothed, ill-housed, illiterate, and ill is 
almost impossible for us to realize; but 
it is a basic reality. 

5. Most of the people of the world are 
non-Christian. The largest religious group 
is the Christian group, which does not 
even include a majority of our world 
neighbors. Most of the world are Bud
dhists, Moslems, Confucianists, Hindus, 
Jews, Shintoists, Sikhs, Zoroastrians (or 
Parsees), or members of some other 
world faith or philosophy. 

We cannot understand the actions of 
others if we are ignorant of the frames 
of reference for their actions-religious 
or philosophical. If we are going to try 
to understand the people of other parts 
of the world, entertain them in our homes, 
invite them into our schools, sit with 
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them in conference, relax with them and 
exchange ideas with them, it behooves 
us to learn a great deal about their re
ligious or philosophical beliefs. 

6. Most of the people of the world live 
under different forms of economy and 
government from ours. I am not advo
cating a basic change in our economy or 
government; what I am saying is that 
people in all parts of the world have 
struggled and are still struggling to find 
the best forms of government and econ
omy for themselves. 

Most nations today are organized as 
socialist democracies. We may not like 
their choice but the decision is theirs, and 
there are many reasons for their decisions 
which we would do well to learn about. 

With meager resources, limited capi
tal, and tremendous demands for the 
building of roads, hospitals, schools, 
dams, public health clinics, and a host of 
other needs for a decent standard of liv
ing today, nations will naturally turn to 
some kind of state planning. 

It might be helpful for us to reread 
some of our own early history and see 
how we fared as a new nation in 1789. 
We, too, were a small country of around 
four million persons, with limited trans
portation and communication and strong 
feelings of regionalism, plus other prob
lems. 

7. All the people of the world are 
proud of their countries and their cul
tural heritage. No matter who they are 
or where they live, people are proud of 
their past. Most of them have a longer 
history and, in many instances and re
spects, a richer history of cultural 
achievement than we have. It may have 
been forgotten as has been the case in 
many parts of Africa where there were 
once great empires, or it may lie deep in 
the past as is the case of India or Iran 
or Greece-but still it is there. 
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Cultural achievements are the monop
oly of no country or people. We all need 
to know much more about each other's 
creative efforts. 

WHY SHOULD WE LEARN 

AsouT THE WoRLD's PEOPLE? 

Learning about our world neighbors 
is a difficult process, requiring a lifetime 
of learning. It should begin in the home 
in early childhood and continue through 
the years in school-and as long as we 
live. For those of us who start later in 
life to learn about our world neighbors, 
it is an even more difficult task. 

Why should we learn about the people 
of our planet? There are several answers 
to that query. 

I. Practical Necessity One answer is 
that learning about our three billion 
neighbors is a practical necessity today 
and tomorrow it will be even more so. 
The people in what were once faraway 
places are now near neighbors. 

Economically and politically we are 
deeply involved with other nations and 
peoples in a highly interdependent world. 
Without their resources many of our fac
tories would have to close; without their 
markets many of our friends would be 
out of jobs. 

Learning about other people and how 
they think and act is therefore not vapor
ous idealism but sheer necessity. 

2. Understanding Our Own Country 
and Culture Better A second practical 
answer is that we can understand our own 
country and our own culture better if we 
sometimes get out of our own environ
ment or see it as others see it. 

All of us need to gain perspective on 
our own country and culture. 

Often visitors to the United States see 
our country more acutely than we do. 
Some of the greatest insights into our 
own nation have come from men like 
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de Tocqueville, Bryce, Myrdal, Laski and 
Brogan. Lesser but still valuable obser
vations have come from scores of visitors 
from abroad. 

3. For Self-Enrichment and Fun 
Above all, learning to know people from 
other parts of the world can be fun, an 
exciting adventure in human understand
ing. It can be a passport to new worlds 
and new ideas. It can open windows on 
the world for us and enlarge our lives. 

WHAT ARE SoME oF THE 

BASES OF FRIENDSHIPS 
WITH OuR WoRLD NEIGHBORs? 

There are some generalizations which 
we can make about the bases of friend
ships among the people of different coun· 
tries and cultures. Some of these are the 
same as for friendships of other kinds; 
some are quite different. 

I. Personal Security and Openness to 
Others All good human relations are 
based on the inner security of the persons 
involved. We talk and write much about 
this in understanding children. The same 
things apply to adults. 

We cannot value others unless we value 
ourselves; we cannot like others unless 
we like ourselves; we cannot respect 
others unless we respect ourselves. 

We must feel secure and adequate if 
we are to reach out to others. This is true 
in our relations with our family and 
friends. It is even more important in our 
relations with peoples whose values and 
ways of living are likely to be very dif
ferent from our own. 

We must be so sure of ourselves that 
we can accept differences with equanim
ity. We must be so sure of our own 
values that new ways of looking at people 
and issues do not frighten us. We must 
be so sure internally that we can identify 
ourselves with others from varied back
grounds. 
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2. A Basic Belief in the Worth of 
Other People One's response to this 
point is likely to be one of prompt agree
ment. 

Yet, I wonder if we are all so certain 
of our answer. Is this question answered 
as easily and quickly as we sometimes 
think? Do we really believe, for ex
ample, that the Russians and the Chinese 
are basically like us-or we like them? 

Often our language betrays us. We 
talk about the "backward" peoples of 
the earth or the "backward" countries. 
We speak of the inscrutable Asians. We 
use the words "illiterate" and "ignor
ant" synonymously. 

We use the term "backward" when we 
really mean industrially underdeveloped. 
We speak of "natives" without realizing 
that this is usually a derogatory term. 

But all too often our words unfortu
nately reflect what we really mean. 

3. An Elementary Knowledge of Our 
Friends' Country and Culture Interna
tional friendships, like other friendships, 
presuppose that people know something 
about the background of others. In the 
case of local and national friendships 
this is easy, for we already know the 
customs and values of the people with 
whom we associate. 

But in the case of persons from other 
parts of the world, we seldom know much 
about their country or their culture. We 
need to do more studying about the peo
ple of the world in general and about 
the countries from which our friends 
come. 

Some of this reading should be about 
the people of the world in general and 
the field of cultural anthropology. We 
need to pick up and study volumes like 
Vera Dean's The Nature of the Non
Western World, Chester Bowles's Ideas , 
People, and Peace, Barbara Ward's Five 
Ideas That Changed the World, Clyde 
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Kluckhohn's Mirror for Man, and Wal
ter Goldschmidt's Man's Way. 

Some of our reading should he on 
specific countries. Perhaps some of us 
need to subscribe to newspapers and 
magazines which specialize in world af
fairs like The New York Times, The 
Christian Science Monitor, The UNESCO 
Courier, The Progressive, Foreign Af
fairs, and the Headline Series booklets 
of the Foreign Policy Association. 

On my various trips to other parts of 
the world I have found it helpful to ask 
people what they are most proud of in 
their country, what changes they hope to 
achieve in the next ten years and who are 
the ten to fifteen persons in their history 
about whom we should know in the 
United States. These and similar ques
tions presuppose that other people are 
as proud of their country as we are of 
ours and that we want to know about 
their achievements and problems. 

4. Shared Experiences and Some 
A.reas of Agreement All friendships, in
cluding those between persons from dif
ferent countries, are based in large part 
on shared experiences. 

Groups like the Committee for Friend
ly Relations with Foreign Students and 
the Hospitality Centers for Visitors from 
Abroad have discovered over the years 
that it is most effective to place visiting 
lawyers in the homes of lawyers, nurses 
in the homes of nurses and doctors, 
teachers in the homes of teachers. 

But a vocational interest is not every
thing. People even tire of "shop talk." 
Sometimes we share an interest in our 
children. Anne Morrow Lindbergh, in 
North to the Orient tells of the pictures 
she produced of her children when she 
and her husband landed in a remote vil
lage where they could not talk with the 
local people. Those pictures were a 
bridge between strangers, and soon they 
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were communicating with each other m 
the universal language of signs. 

5. Expecting and Accepting Differ· 
ences Real friendships, however, are not 
based solely on areas of agreement. They 
must be tougher than that. They must be 
able to withstand and even welcome 
superficial differences and deep differ
ences. 

Part of the excitement of a pluralistic 
world is our cliff erences. Other cliff er
ences should be welcome. What a dull 
world it would be if we all dressed alike, 
cooked the same foods in the same ways, 
talked with the same accents, thought the 
same thoughts, did the same things! 

If you were a citizen of a new nation, 
on the borders of or close to China and 
Russia, you might feel quite differently 
about alliances with the West than you 
do as an American. If you had had your 
land overrun by a foreign invader and 
several members of your family killed, 
you might feel more intensely about nu
clear weapons than many of us Americans 
do. 

Visitors from abroad will find us 
easier to understand if they know a good 
bit about our size as a country, the oceans 
that have separated us in the past from 
the rest of the world, our historic fear of 
strong governments, and other factors 
which have shaped this nation. If visitors 
think of the polarities in American life, 
they will begin to understand us better and 
more quickly. We are materialistic but 
we are also extremely generous, as Gun
nar Myrdal has pointed out. We are 
extremely secular, but we are also ex
tremely moralistic in our approach to 
life. We are individualists, but we also 
place great emphasis upon cooperation. 

Expecting and accepting differences do 
not mean that we cannot hold firm beliefs, 
however. We need convictions, but we 
need to be able to discuss those conv1c-
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tions logically with others and without 
undue emotion. 

6. Time Acquaintances can be made 
quickly; friendships take time. This is a 
difference especially important for 
Americans to learn, for we are a mobile 
people, moving about quickly and often. 

The late Kurt Lewin used to draw a 
series of concentric circles. The one on 
the outside was drawn with a heavier line 
than the ones on the inside. That repre
sented the European. It was difficult to 
get beyond that first circle, but once you 
had penetrated it you could pass into the 
innermost thoughts of a person. 

For the second set of circles represent
ing the American, he drew a thin pencil 
or chalk line for the outside circle and a 
couple of other circles. But the inside 
circle was a very firm line. This set of 
circles represented a person who was easy 
to meet but who seldom let anyone into 
his innermost thoughts. 

Is I NTEREST IN THE WoRLD 
AND IN WORLD NEIGHBORS 

SUBVERSIVE? 

Some of our people in the United 
States fear that any contacts with people 
in other parts of the world will result in 
disloyalty to our own country and its 
ways. They are not many but they are 
vociferous, active and sometimes bellige
rent. Such people need to be convinced 
that people can have multiple loyalties
to their own family, their religious group, 
their friendship circle, their country and 
the human race. 

International friendships and loyalties 
need not replace national loyalties. They 
can supplement rather than supplant na
tional consciousness; complement rather 
than contradict love of one's own coun
try. 

In today's world the loyal American 
must be informed about international 
affairs. The loyal American must be in
ternationally as well as nationally literate. 

WHAT ARE A FEW 
OF THE IMPLICATIONS 

FOR CHILDHOOD EDUCATION? 

For years we have proceeded on the 
basis of a curriculum composed of con
centric circles. We have studied the fam
ily, the neighborhood, the community, 
the state, the United States, and finally 
the world. Such a curriculum was suffi
cient in the past. Today it is archaic, 
outmoded-even detrimental to children. 

Today's children have many contacts 
with the world community even before 
they come to school. We should start to 
orient them to other human beings 
around the globe very early in their 
school years. There is no reason why 
they should not become acquainted with 
a variety of families in selected parts of 
the world even in the primary grades. 
There is no reason why they should not 
study selected communities of the world 
at least by grade four, after they have 
studied their own community and selected 
communities in other parts of the United 
States. The international dimension of 
education should be an integral part of 
the curriculum of every school from the 
earliest years. 

CoNCLUSION 

Robert Tristram Coffin, the poet, said, 
"Friends were a chief crop with my 
father." I hope that they are with you. 
I hope that you have some friends who 
are older than you, some who are 
younger. I hope that some of your friends 
are people of different faiths and races 
and ethnic groups. I hope that a few of 
them are persons from other lands. If 
not, I hope that you will examine the 
soil, do . some careful planting, cultivate 
these new plants with care and tenderness, 
and some day reap a fine harvest. Noth
ing could add more meaning to your life 
than this. 


