
Jane Addams speaks 
Among the great men and women of the 

world Jane Addams ranks high, for in her were 
embodied the finest qualities of the spiritually
motivated, social pioneer. 

Jane Addams was born In Cedarville, Illinois, 
in 1860. Her mother died when Jane was less 
than three, and her father became the dominant 
influence in her early life. After graduation 
from Rockford College, she entered the Women's 
Medical College in Philadelphia. Ill health, 
however, soon forced her to relinquish her 
intention to become a doctor. 

After the restoration of her health, she 
travelled extensively in Europe. When visiting 
the London East Side, she was shocked by con
ditions there and determined to devote her life 
to eradicating similar conditions in Chicago. 
In 1889 she and a college classmate founded 
Hull-House, a social settlement amidst Chi
cago's underprivileged. For more than forty 
years Jane Addams poured her life into that 
center, and through it exerted a tremendous 
influence on the world. As she sensed the rami
fications of her work, she became a champion 
of better education, better housing, adequate 
recreational facilities, collective bargaining, 
woman's suffrage and laws to protect women 
and children. Then she turned to the cause of 
international understanding and peace. From 
an International Congress of Women at The 
Hague in 1915 developed the Women's Interna
tional League for Peace and Freedom, of which 
Jane Addams was president until her death in 
1935. This was but one aspect of her life-long 
endeavors for international goodwill. 

Out of a rich and significant life she speaks 
to us today: 
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ON STRIVING FOR THE IDEAL ••• 

" ... though all els.e may be transitory in 
human affairs, the excellent must become the 
permanent." 

"What after all has maintained the human 
race on this old globe despite all the calamities 
of nature and all the tragic failings of man
kind, if not faith in new possibilities and cour
age to advocate them?" 

"The worth of every conviction consists pre
cisely in the steadfastness with which it is 
held." 

"A man who takes the betterment of human
ity for his aim and end must also take the 
daily experiences of humanity for the constant 
correction of his progress." 

"The good we secure for ourselves Is precari
ous and uncertain ... until It is secured for all 
of us and incorporated Into our common life." 

"Progress is not automatic; the world grows 
better because people wish that it should and 
take the right steps to make It better .. . . if 
things are ever to move forward some man 
must be willing to take the first steps and 
assume the risks. Such a man must have 
courage, but courage Is by no means enough. 
That man may easily do a vast amount of harm 
who advocates social changes from mere blind 
enthusiasm . . . , who arouses men only to a 
smarting sense of wrong or who promotes re
forms which are Irrational and without relation 
to his time. To be of value in the delicate 
process of social adjustment and reconstruction 
a man must have a knowledge of life as it is 
. . . , he must be a patient collector of facts, 
and, he must possess a zeal for men which will 
inspire confidence and arouse to action." 
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ON THE UIPORTANCE OF 
INDIVIDUALS ••• 

"Civilization is a method of living, an atti
tude of equal respect for all men." 

"As democracy modifies our conception of 
life, it constantly raises the value and function 
of each member of the community, however 
humble he may be. We have come to believe 
that the most 'brutish man' has a value in our 
common life, a function to perform which can 
be fulfilled by no one else." 

ON YOUNG PEOPLE ••• 

" ... the mature of each generation run a 
grave risk of putting their efforts in a futile 
direction . . . unless they can keep in touch 
with the youth of their own day and know at 
least the trend in which eager dreams are driv
ing them .••• " 

ON THE ROLE OF WOMEN ••• 

" ... the work of women is nurture and pro
duction and must in the end prevail over the 
mechanistic tendencies of society which make 
for destruction." 

ON MINORITIES ••• 

"We could not ... lose the conviction that as 
all other forms of growth began with variation 
from the mass, so the moral changes in human 
affairs may also begin with a differing group of 
individuals." 

"To continually suspect, suppress or fear any 
large group in a community must finally result 
in a loss of enthusiasm for that type of govern· 
ment which gives free play to the self-develop
ment of a majority of its citizens. It means an 
enormous loss of capacity to the nation when 
great ranges of human life are hedged about 
with antagonism." 
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ON EDUCATION ••• 

"The democratic ideal demands of the school 
that it shall give the child's own experience 
social value; that it shall teach him to direct 
his own activities and adjust them to those of 
other people." 

"The common stock of intellectual enjoyment 
should not be difficult of access because of the 
economic position of him who would approach 
it." 

" ... we were very insistent ... that it was 
absurd to suppose that grown up people would 
not respond to opportunities for education and 
social life." 

"We (at Hull-House) early found the type 
of class which through all the years has re
mained most popular-a combination of social 
atmosphere with serious study:• 

" ... that group alone is successful which 
commands the services of a resourceful and 
devoted leader." 

ON RECREATION ••• 

"This stupid experiment of orgamzmg work 
and failing to organize play, has, of course, 
brought about a fine revenge." 

"Well considered public games easily carried 
out in a park or athletic field, might both fill 
the mind with the imaginative material con
stantly supplied by the theater (movie), and 
also afford the activity which the cramped 
musc_Ies of the town dweller so sorely need." 

"We are only beginning t8 understand what 
might be done through the festival, the street 
procession, the band of marching musicians, 
orchestral music in public squares or parks, 
with the magic power they all possess to formu
late the sense of companitmship and solidar
ity." 
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ON NATURE ... 

"A contented life and death must rest upon 
a love of nature, even as a belief in immortal
ity must rest at last upon a belief in God." 

ON THE ARTS ... 

"The power of the artist is the power to 
share and interpret universal life." 

" ... what is the function of art but to pre
serve in permanent and beautiful form those 
emotions and solaces which cheer life and make 
it kindlier, more heroic and easier to compre
hend; which lift the mind of the worker from 
the harshness and loneliness of his task, and, 
by connecting him with what has gone before, 
free him from a sense of isolation and hard
ship?" 

" ... music is perhaps the most potent agent 
for making the universal appeal and inducing 
men to forget their differences." 

" ... it is perhaps all the more imperative 
that socialized emotions should also find musi
cal expression if the manifold movements of 
our contemporaries are to have the inspiration 
and solace they so obviously need." 

"Through such plays (by Galsworthy, Ibsen, 
and Shaw) the stage may become a pioneer 
teacher of social righteousness." 

After seeing the Oberammergau Passion 
Play: "Did the dramatization of the life of 
Jesus set forth its meaning more clearly and 
conclusively than talking and preaching could 
possibly do as a shadowy. following of the com
mand 'to do the will'?" 

"We speak often ... of the need of that which 
will unify our moral forces and draw together 
our dissipated purposes. . . . It may quite 
easily be true that this sense of unity ... must 
first be attained through art." 

. 5 -



ON GOVERNMENT ••• 

"There is a common sense in the mass of 
men which cannot be neglected with impun
ity. - .. " 

"A mixed type of state with competitive and 
cooperative elements may have the greatest 
survival value and prove to be the most service
able." 

" ... 'reform movements' started by business 
men and the better element, are almost wholly 
occupied in the correction of political machin
ery and with a concern for the better method of 
administration, rather than with the ultimate 
purpose of securing the welfare of the people. 
_ .. This accounts for the growing tendency to 
put more and more responsibility upon execu
tive officers and appointed commissions at the 
expense of curtailing the power of the direct 
representatives of the voters." 

ON EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES ••• 

"Apparently we have not yet recovered man
ual labor from the deep distmst which cen
turies of slavery and the feudal system have 
cast upon it." 

"By the very exigencies of business demands, 
the employer is too often cut off from the social 
ethics developing in regard to our larger social 
relationships, and from the great moral life 
springing from our common experiences." 

"As the poet bathes the outer world for us 
in the hues of human feeling, so the workman 
needs some one to bathe his surroundings with 
a human significance .... His education, how
ever simple, should tend to make him widely 
at home in the world and to give him a sense 
of simplicity and peace in the midst of the 
triviality and noise to which he is constantly 
subjected. He, like other men, can learn to be 
content to see but a part, although it must be 
a part of something." 
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ON WAR ... 

"It took the human race thousands of years 
to rid itself of human sacrifices; during many 
centuries it relapsed again and again. . . . So 
have we fallen back into warfare, and perhaps 
will fall back again and again, until in self
pity, in self-defense, in self-assertion of the 
right of life, not as hitherto a few, but the 
whole people of the world will brook this thing 
no longer." 

"It is possible that the appeals for the or
ganization of the world upon peaceful lines 
have been made too exclusively to man's reason 
and sense of justice .. .. Reason is only part of · 
the human endowment; emotion and deep-set 
racial impulses must be utilized as well, those 
primitive human urgings to foster life and pro
tect the helpless of which women were the earl
iest custodians." 

"We (the Women's International League for 
Peace and Freedom) wish ... to loosen within 
our own members and in all people ... those 
natural and ethical human impulses which, 
once having their way in the world, will make 
war impossible." 

ON INTERNATIONALISM ••• 

"May this Christmas stab broad awake this 
nation peopled by Europeans and their chil
dren, lest adopting a policy of national Isola
tion, she some day recall In bitter regret the 
condemnation of 'Whoso liveth to himself.'" 

"I am not one of those who believe that 
devotion to international alms interferes with 
love of country, any more than devotion to 
family detracts from good citizenship; rather 
as Mazzinl pointed out, the duties of family. 
nation and humanity are but concentric 
circles." 

" . . . the modern world is developing an 
almost mystic consciousness of the continuity 
and Interdependence of mankind.'' 
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ON THE ART OF LIVING ••• 

"We have learned ... that much of the in· 
sensibility and hardness of the world is due to 
the lack of imagination which prevents a 
realization of the experiences of other people." 

"It is easy for all of us to shirk the discus
sions of current issues under the plea of re
maining impartial; it is a temptation to remain 
a silent coward and think oneself a tolerant 
spectator." 

"The man who disassociates his ambition, 
however disinterested, from the cooperation of 
his fellows, always takes this risk of ultimate 
failure. He does not take advantage of the 
great conserver and guarantee of his own per
manent success which associated efforts afford." 

"The Italians have a saying that probably 
originated with St. Francis that the poor little 
brethren gathered with us under the Madonna's 
cloak keep us warm quite as much as the great 
blue mantle itself." 
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