

















ON WRITING . . .

“To be good it ought to have a tendency to
benefit the reader, by improving his virtue or
his knowledge. But, not regarding the intention
of the author, the method should be just; that
is, it should proceed regularly from things
known to things unknown, distinetly, and with-
out confusion. The words used should be the
most expressive that the language affords, pro-
vided that they are the most generally under-
stood. Nothing should be expressed in two
words that can be as well expressed in one; that
is, no synonyms should be used, or rarely, but
the whole should be as short as possible, con-
sistent with clearness; the words should be so
placed as to be agreeable to the ear in reading;
summarily it should be smooth, clear and short,
for the contrary qualities are displeasing.”

ON SCIENCE AND MORAL SCIENCE .

“The rapid progress true science now makes
occasions my regretting sometimes that I was
born so soon. It is impossible to imagine the
heights to which may be carried in a thousand
years, the power of man over matter. We may
perhaps learn to deprive large masses of their
gravity and give them absolute levity. .
Agriculture may diminish its labor and double
its produce; all diseases may by sure means be
prevented or cured. . . . O that moral science
were in as fair a way of improvement, that men
would cease to be wolves to one another and
that human beings would at length learn what
they now improperly call humanity.”

“. .. as we enjoy great advantages from the
inventions of others, we should be glad of an
opportunity to serve others by any invention
of ours; and this we should do freely and
generously.”

. 7 .



ON THE FUTURE OF THE US.A. ...

“I must soon quit the scene, but you may
live to see our country flourish; as it will
amazingly and rapidly after the war is over;
like a field of Indian corn, which long, fair
weather and sunshine had enfeebled and dis-
colored, and which in that weak state, by a
sudden gust of violent wind, hail, and rain,
seemed to be threatened with absolute destruc-
tion; yet the storm being past, it recovers fresh
verdure, shoots up with double vigor, and de-
lights the eye not of its owner alone, but of
every observing traveler.”

ON THE FUTURE. ..

“I begin to be almost sorry that I was born
so soon, since I cannot have the happiness of
knowing what will be known 100 years from
hence.”

“God grant that not only the love of liberty
but a thorough knowledge of the Rights of
Man may pervade all the nations of the earth
so that a philosopher may set foot anywhere
and say ‘This is my country’.”

ON WAR AND PEACE ...
“There never was a good war or a bad peace.”
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