
Helen Hole peaks 
Helen G. Hole (1906- ) has spent much 

of her long and creative life serving the Reli
gious Society of Friends and its educational 
institutions, always with dedication and dis
tinction. 

Reared in a Quaker home, she attended and 
graduated from Westtown School. Then she 
earned her B.A. degree from Vassar College 
and her M.A. from Columbia University. After 
she was 60, she received her Ph.D. from Indi
ana University. All these degrees were in the 
field of English. 

She taught Latin and English for several 
years at Westtown School; and while there 
she and another teacher, Allen D. Hole Jr., 
were maried. Together they raised 'a family of 
four children, served as co-directors of the 
Quaker International Center in Paris, and 
taught for many years at Earlham College. 
In addition, she served for two years as 
Provost. 

Helen Hole has spoken to many Quaker 
groups and, since her retirement from Earl
ham, has taught at the Earlham School of 
Religion and Pendle Hill. She has also served 
on the governing or advisory boards of Guil
ford College, the Earlham School of Religion, 
and Pendle Hill; currently she is clerk of the 
Board of Pendle Hill. 

In •addition, she has written a history of 
Westtown School, called Westtown Through 
the Years, the story of John Darlington Car
ter: Quaker Scientist and Bird Lover, and a 
book entitled Things Civil and Useful: A Per
sonal View of Quaker Education. Her Pendle 
Hill pamphlet on Prayer: The Cornerstone, is 
considered by many a classic. 

The depth and breadth of her thinking are 
reflected in the following quotations from her 
writings and talks as she speaks: 
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ON THE EARLY 
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIPS ... 

"As far as I can see from the evidence of 
the New Testament, there were no solitatry 
Christians. If you were a Christian, this meant 
that you were an integral part of the commu
nity of Christians." 

"There is much evidence in the New Testa
ment, and particularly in the book of Acts, 
as to the quality of the relationship between 
the members of the Christian fellowship. 'How 
these Christians love one another!' was said of 
them in astonishment. There was a closeness 
among them, an affection. We know that they 
felt the need to meet together frequently, to 
pray together, to sing together, to eat together, 
to rejoice together, tto support one another in 
affliction." 

"There was also evidently a feeling among 
them that they were a part of something sig
nificant, something to which each person in 
the group was important. Each one had a part 
to play, whether in teaching, in curing the 
sick, in the giving of hospitality, in the care 
of the poor, in proselytizing or preaching, and 
all of these essential activi•ties were a part of 
the one great task in which the whole com
munity shared: the expression of the good 
news they as Christians had received. So the 
contribution of each member of the fellowship 
was significant, and consequently his life took 
on meaning and dignity." 

"This was a community which was, I believe, 
based on a knowledge of each other on the 
deepest levels .... These first Christians knew 
each other on the levels of prayer and worship, 
and in addition they shared an involvement in, 
a commitment to, a great common task." 
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ON THE EARLY 
QUAKER FELLOWSHIPS ... 

"Those first Friends were simple people also, 
mostly of middle class. They had no trained 
clergy; no one had authority over them except 
those who had the authority of spiritual ex
perience: George Fox, William Penn, those 
who spoke wi·th power-these were the ones 
who had the authority. There was a tremen
dous sense of fellowship among these people, 
too. They met together frequently at each 
other's houses. They ate together often. They 
helped each other's children in time of crisis. 
They helped those of the community who were 
imprisoned for their beliefs, they cared for 
each other, they bore with each other." 

"Moreover, like the first Christians, they had 
a tremendous sense of the overwhelming signi
ficance of the experience they were going 
through together." 

"Each individual Friend played a part in 
·this community. Some carried the message at 
home, others traveled in the ministry across 
the farthest seas. Women as well as men par
ticipated in all kinds of service. Even the chil
dren met for worship when their parents were 
in prison. Courage was found to bear persecu
tion a.nd to face long ·separations, and to do so 
joyously." 

"This was, I feel, the same kind of fellow
ship as that of the first Christians. It was at 
the same time a human and a divine society. 
These people not only were melted down in a 
deep human relationship: they had also known 
the inward Christ. They were changed men 
before they went about changing others." 
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ON PRAYER AS THE 
CORNERSTONE ••• 

"My suggestion is that basic to the vitality 
of both these communities (early Christians 
and early Quakers) was prayer; in both cases 
it was the cornerstone. The members of these 
two fellowships prayed as individuals, they 
prayed in their families. They prayed when
ever they gathered as a group." · 

"Faith which overflows in real spiritual 
power must be fed with prayer." 

ON PRAYER IN QUAKER MEETINGS ... 
"Underlying and undergirding the unpro

grammed worship of Friends is prayer: the 
prayerful corporate waiting which takes place 
in any meeting when it has centered down. As 
we go deeper .and deeper, prayer is our task as 
individuals and as a group,-a loving attention 
to God, a surrendering of our minds and our 
wills to that same spirit which found expres
sion through Jesus, the man, and which, after 
the Crucifixion, was recognized by the first 
Christians as the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, 
the spark, the seed. This is .a very special kind 
of attentive waiting: 'waiting for God,' Simone 
Weil has called it." 

"Another form which prayer can take for 
Friends is vocal prayer in meeting. As those 
present are stirred and uplifted as a result of 
the silence or the ministry which comes from 
it, vocal prayer may provide a focusing point 
which witnesses to the spirit at work in the 
meeting. At other times a prayer may instill 
life into a silence which has previously ap
peared dead, or bring unity to a meeting whose 
ministry has seemed scattered and discordant, 
or gather up and bring into focus a number of 
fragmentary messages." 
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ON PRAYER IN OUR 
INDIVIDUAL LIVES . .. 

"Prayer, then, is a necessity in our lives. It 
must be at the center of them." 

" ... all the activities of a meeting-the 
prayer of worship, the vocal pm.yer of a gath
ered meeting, the prayer which sustains and 
nourishes its cells or prayer groups, family 
prayer, the ministry of love which expresses 
itself in counselling, the impact of the meeting 
on the outside community-all of these should 
be grounded in the prayer life of the individ
ual. If prayer has not been a reality through
out the week for at least a core of its members, 
participants in Sunday meeting cannot reach 
high levels of worship. Vocal prayer flows when 
the cup is already full before we come to meet
ing. Activity which is meaningful results from 
insights gained from prayer. Counselling which 
is helpful comes from the bringing of divine 
perspective to human confusion." 

"Prayer is not just an instinct which is a 
gift to us at birth, though it is that unques
tionably. It is also an art that must be ac
quired and cultivated. For some the acquisition 
will be difficult, for others it comes more easily. 
For everyone it has to be to some degree 
earned." 

"We must learn how to pray." 

"The way to pray is to begin to pray." 

"If we really believe this to be true-if we 
are not just saying it, but really mean it--for 
most of us a drastic overhauling of our lives 
will be necessary. We have 1Jo make a place for 
regular prayer in lives which most of us feel 
to be already overflowing with activity, much 
of it of a worthwhile nature." 
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ON V ARlO US ASPECTS OF 
EARLY QUAKER SCHOOLS ... 

"In short, Quaker institutions had created 
in this sort of community a warm, supportive, 
family-like atmosphere which made an excel
lent training ground for Quakerism." 

"Characteristic of the community was that 
the practical work was shared." 

"We have seen that community and simplic
ity, both basic Quaker attitudes toward life, 
were emphasized in early Quaker schools. The 
testimony for peace and its expression in per
sonal relationships is also traceable in the 
earliest Quaker experiences." 

"There was •also to some degree a testimony 
for equality. Throughout the early history of 
Friends institutions there was unquestionably 
more openness between segments of the educa
tional community-faculty, administration, stu
dents-than was usual in most schools and 
colleges. A strong effort was made to include 
Friends children unable to meet the costs, and, 
with what is perhaps more remarkable in view 
of conditions elsewhere, no discrimination 
against them once they were enrolled. The 
Quaker testimony fur equality between men 
and women led to considerable women's in
fluence in their institutions." 

"Finally, most important but hardest to 
pinpoint, we see at work ... the basic convic
tion that education is a means to an end: 
growth in the religious life. Only religion 
could, Friends believed, melt down the hard 
core of individual self-centeredness which is a 
barrier to growth. The most important instru
ments they used were corporate community 
worship .... There was study of the scriptures 
and Quaker principles. The ministry, especially 
from visiting Friends, ... was an important 
influence." 
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ON QUAKER SCHOOLS 
TODAY AND TOMORROW .. . 

"It will be suggested here that the greatest 
needs for Friends education in the future are 
institutions whose center is worship; schools 
•and colleges which provide patterns of life
style and education which favor the develop
ment of spiritual growth; Quaker and non
Quaker teachers who are devoted to our edu
cational ideals; institutions whose curricula 
and ambience mini'ster to modern students on 
many levels of their personalities; places where 
students are cherished as individuals; schools 
and colleges which are financially viable in the 
world of the twentieth century and yet can 
offer education to a much wider clientele than 
at present; :most important of all, institutions 
which know what it means to be a Quaker 
school or college; and can articulate their 
ai.ms. It is not by playing down our identity 
that we shall survive, but by strengthening it." 

" ... survival will come to those who develop 
them (their peculiarities) with freshness and 
vigor; those who know what they want to do 
and what they stand for." 

"Every species of tree, indeed each indivi
dual tree, is unique, and has its own contribu
tion to make to its surroundings. Quaker edu
cation may be thought of as a tree, exposed to 
buffeting winds, often stormy ones. If the sap 
of its life doesn't run strong, if the network 
of roots loses its vitality, then the tree will 
die and become a skeletal frame subject to rot 
and final disintegration. If, however, it is 
deeply rooted and full of life, it will put out 
new branches •and leaves and adapt itself in a 
unique way to new times and seasons. Those of 
us who treasure it and believe in it look toward 
its future with hope." 
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ON THE OCEAN OF DARKNESS 
AND THE OCEAN OF LIGHT .•• 

" ... the ocean of Light of which Fox and 
other writers speak so movingly does not sim
ply roll in and cover the ocean of evil, violence, 
hatred, and selfishness. On the contmry, in 
some strange way difficult to understand, it is 
enriched, even transformed, by a recognition 
of the darkness, just as the darkness, in its 
turn, is purified and ennobled .... Granted, we 
must never forget that as human beings we 
are born with a divine potential. But neither 
should we forget that we are citizens of two 
kingdoms-the Kingdom of Darkness and the 
Kingdom of Light, and that the highest citizen
ship of all, the allegiance beyond all others, 
brings with it passports to them both." 

ON THE TOTAL COMMITMENT 
OF OURSELVES ..• 

"What a transformation, then, could take 
place in our lives if we would give ourselves 
with totality-body, mind, and soul--con
sciously and unconsciously, and how this com
mitment would nourish our lives, speaking 
""ith power through our daily actions and our 
social concerns." 

Grateful acknowledgment is made to the Friends United 
Press for excerpts from All THINGS CIVIL AND USEFUL: A 
PERSONAL VIEW OF QUAKER EDUCATION, ""d to the 
Pendle Hill Publications for several quotations from PRAYER: 
THE CORNERSTONE. All other quotations are from material 
which is not copyrighted. 

Additional copies may be purchased from 
Quaker Publications, 

P.O. Box 726, Kennett Square, Pa. 19348 
25 cents each 

There ore 22 titles in the Speaks Series on Quakers and 38 
titles on non-Quakers. A total list is available on request. 
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