
Jesus speaks 

In a tiny village in Palestine some time 
between 6 and 4 B. C., a baby was born to 
an unknown woman named Mary. This birth 
took place in a remote part of the mighty Ro
man Empire and there are no contemporary 
records of the event. Yet what day can be com
pared with it? This birth of Jesus was the con
tinental divide of human history. 

Little is known about the boyhood of Jesus 
except that he was reared in the home of Mary 
and Joseph and in the rich traditions of the 
Jewish faith. Then, at the age of 30, he began 
his public ministry. He chose as his com· 
panions twelve common folk from the towns 
around Nazareth and with them h e wandered 
up and down the land, healing the sick, giving 
sight to the blind, 'defending the down-trodden , 
and challenging the sterile beliefs of many or
thodox religionists. He spoke little of sin. He 
spoke much of love and joy and service. H e 
saw into the minds and hearts of men, women, 
and children. He understood them. He re
spected them. He cared for them. He loved 
them. He sensed extraordinary possibilities in 
seemingly ordinary people, and released these 
abilities. He spoke often in parables and in 
stories. His constant theme was the creative, 
unselfish, abundant life lived in close com
munion with Ood. 

But he was too radical for his day and was 
put to death. Even on the cross he exemplified 
the life of love with the memorable words. 
"Father, forgive them; for they know not what 
they do." 

In our confused, chaotic age he still speaks 
to those who listen. 
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ON IDS MISSION ••• 

"For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever •believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. For God sent 
the Son into the world, not to condemn the 
world, but that the world might be saved 
through him." 

"The Son of .man came not to be served but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many." 

"I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly." 

"My food is to do the will of him who sent 
me, and to accomplish his work." 

"I am the light of the world; he who follows 
me will not walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life." 

"I came not to call the righteous, but sin· 
ners." 

"For I have come down from heaven, not to 
do my own will, but the will of him who sent 
me." 

"I am the bread of life; he who comes to me 
shall not hunger, and he who believes in me 
shall never thirst." 

ON CONFLICTS ARISING FROM 
IDS MISSION ••• 

"Do not think that I have come to bring peace 
on earth; I have not come to bring peace, but 
a sword. For I have come to set a man against 
his father, and a daughter against her mother, 
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in
law, and a man's foes will •be those of his own 
household. He who loves his father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of' me; and he 
who loves son or daughter more than me is 
not worthy of me; and he who does not take his 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me." 
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ON THE AIM OF LIFE ... 

" ... you shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind, and with all your strength . 
. . . You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 

" . . . as you wish that men would do to 
you, do so to them." 

"For whoever would save his life will lose 
it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it." 

"If any one would be first, he must be last 
of all and servant of all." 

"Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for 
those who abuse you. To him who strikes you 
on the cheek, offer the other also; and from 
him who takes away your cloak do not with
hold your coat as well. Give to everyone who 
begs from you; and of him who takes away your 
goods, do not ask them again." 

"Judge not, and you will not be judged; con
demn not, and you will not be condemned; for· 
give, and you will be forgiven; give, and it 
will be given to you; good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, will be 
put into your lap. For the measure you give 
will be the measure you get back." 

"This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. Greater love has 
no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends. You are my friends if you do 
what I command you." 

ON JOY ... 

"These things have I spoken to you that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
full." 
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ON THE IUNGDOM OF HEAVEN ••• 

" ... seek first his kingdom and his right· 
eousness and all these things shall be yours as 
well." 

"With what can we compare the kingdom of 
God, or what parable shall we use for it? It 
is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when 
sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all 
the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it 
grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, 
and puts forth large branches, so that the birds 
of the air can make nests in its shade." 

"The kingdom of heaven is like leaven which 
a woman took and hid in three measures of 
meal, till it was all leavened." 

"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hid· 
den in a field; which a man found and covered 
up; then in his joy he goes and sells all that 
he has and buys that field." 

"The kingdom of God is in the midst of you." 

ON CHILDREN AND THE KINGDOM 
OF GOD ••• 

"Let the children come to me, do not hinder 
them; for to such belongs the Kingdom of 
God." 

ON WORSHIP 

" . . . the hour is coming, and now is, when 
the true worshipper will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks 
to worship him. God is spirit, and those who 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth." 

ON THE BffiLE OF THE HEBREWS ••• 

"You search the scriptures, because you think 
that in them you have eternal life; and it is 
they that bear witness to me; yet you refuse 
to come to me that you may have your life." 
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ON DISCIPLESHIP ••• 

"I am the way, and the truth, and the life; 
no one comes to the Father, but by me." 

"If any man would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me. For whoever would save his life will lose 
it; and whoever loses his life for my sake and 
the gospel's will save it." 

"If you continue in· my word, you are my 
disciples, and you will know the truth, and 
the truth will make you free." 

"If you abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done 
for you. By this my Father is glorified, that 
you bear fruit, and so prove to be my disciples." 

"A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another; even as I have loved you, 
that you also love one another. By this all 
men will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another." 

"You are the salt of the earth; but if salt 
has lost its taste, how can its saltness be re
stored? It is no longer good for anY'thing 
except to be thrown out and trodden under 
foot by men." 

"You are the light of the world. A city set 
on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a 
lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, 
and it gives light to all in the house. Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father 
who is in heaven." 

"Follow me." 
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ON CRITICISM ••• 

"Why do you see the speck that is in your 
brother's eye, but do not notice the log that 
is in your eye? Or how can you say to your 
brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your 
eye;' when there is a log in your own eye? 
You hypocrite, first take the log out of your 
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take 
the speck out of your brother's eye." 

ON FORGIVENESS ••• 

"So if you are offering your gift at the altar, 
and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift there 
before the altar and go; first be reconciled to 
your brother, and then come and offer your 
gift." 

ON SWEARING ••• 

"Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for 
it is the throne of God, or .by the earth, for it 
is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the 
city of the Great King. And do not swear by 
your head, for you cannot make one hair white 
or black. Let what you say be simply 'Yes' 
or 'No'; anything more than this comes from 
evil." 

ON ANXIETY OVER THE FUTURE ••• 

" ... do not be anxious about your life, what 
you shall eat, nor about your body, what you 
shall put on. For life is more than food, and 
the body more than clothing." 

"Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Let 
the day's own trouble be sufficient for the day." 
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ON PRAYER ... 

"And when you pray, you must not be like 
the hypocrites; ifor they love to stand and pray 
in the synagogues and at the street corners, 
that they may be seen by men. Truly, I say 
to you, they have their reward. But when 
you pray, go into your room and shut the door 
and pray to your Father who is in secret, and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you.'' 

"And in praying do not heap up empty 
phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think they 
will be heard for their many words. Do not 
be like them, for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him. Pray then like this: 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed by thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our debts, 

As we also have forgiven our debtors; 
And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil." 

"Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in 
prayer, believe that you receive it and you 
will.'' 

"Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you 
will find; knock, and it will be opened to you." 

ON UNITY ..• 

"The glory which thou hast given me I have 
given to them, that they may be one even as 
we are one, I in them and thou in me, that they 
may become perfectly one, so that the world 
may know that thou hast sent me and hast 
loved them even as thou hast loved me.'' 
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ON THE BEATITUDES 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who m<mrn, for they shall 

be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, fot they shall inherit 

the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall ob· 

tain mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 

see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 

be called the sons of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Blessed are you when men revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward is great in heaven, for so men 
persecuted the prophets who were before you." 

ON THE CONTINUING CHRIST 

"Lo, I am with you always, to the close of 
the age." 
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