
Rufus Jones speaks 
Rufus Jones (1863-1948) was the foremost 

interpreter of mysticism and Quakerism as 
well as the most influential Friend of modern 
times. 

His simple and convincing style of· speak
ing and writing, freely punctuated with apt 
quotations and humorous illustrations, won 
a world-wide audience for his message. In 
hundreds of editorials, articles, and pam
phlets, and in 56 books, he presented the claims 
of a practical, everyday life with the ever
present Christ as Guide, Counsellor, and 
Friend. 

Coupled with this talent in writing and 
speaking was a remarkable gift in organizing 
and guiding religious and humanitarian 
movements. He was . the first editor of The 
American Friend, one of the organizers of 
the Five Years Meeting of Friends, one of 
the persons most responsible for the develop
ment of the American Friends Service Com
mittee, and the one who conceived the Idea 
of the Wider Quaker Fellowship. Much of 
his time, thought, and energy was devoted 
to work outside the Religious Society of 
Friends, particularly as a chapel speaker In 
American colleges. 

For more than 40 years he tau~ht psy
chology. philosophy, ethics. and the develop
ment ol' Christian thought, at Haverford 
College, profoundly influencing many genera
tions of' college students. He was an 
inspiring teacher and it was his work as a 
professor which meant most to him. 

These and other activltles grew out of a 
rich and radiant Christian Ufe. He knew 
God experimentally; he had seen and heard 
the Living Christ. To other travellers on 
the trail ol' life he speaks as follows: 
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ON VITAL RELIGION ... 
"The one really big business In this world 

or In any world Is the business of being a 
co-ordinator, a transmitter, o'f the love of 
God, the love of God revealed In a man like 
us." 

"The task of religion Is not like that of 
laboriously endeavoring to teach an elephant 
to fly; It is rather the discovery of the po
tential capacities for flight In a being that 
was framed for the upper air." 

"There Is In most o'f us a vast acreage of 
our inner estate which has never been touched 
by the plow. It remains uncultivated. W e 
are this, we have been this, but how much 
more we might be. Coming to ourself, our 
true self, and r eaching out with divine help 
and the gift of Grace to win the whole of 
oneself Is to be 'spiritual-minded'." 

"The reason we can hope to find God is 
that He Is here, engaged all the time in 
finding us." 

"But we cannot find Him with a little frac
tion of ourselves. . . . It Is the business of 
the whole self, it Is the task of the entire life 
of man." 

"Our human nature Is unmistakably double. 
There is something in us that the divine 
Spirit can make its appeal to, something that 
draws us upward and onward, somethin g 
that makes our moral and spiritual life pos
sible. I think that this divine spark in us 
... is the most significant thing about us." 

"Let a person's inner being be fortified 
with a faith in God and all his creative 
powers are quickened, his marching strength 
Is heightened and his grip on everyday things 
Is immensely Increased. It Is as though h e 
had tapped a hidden reservoir of power ." 
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ON MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE ••• 

". . . mysticism ought to be thought of 
simply as the experience of direct communion 
with the soul of God." 

"Mystical experience . . . is no more dif
ficult than any other supreme achievement." 

" The mystic is a person possessed of con
viction, which for him amounts to an ex
perience, that he has come upon the goal of 
life, that he has come back to the spiritual 
Source of his being . . . that he has in very 
truth found God." 

ON PRAYER •• 
" ... all great prayer is born out of in

tense earnestness and out of a consciousness 
that only God through us as a feeble organ 
of His will can accomplish what we seek and 
what we need." 

" . . . those of us who pray have the best 
o•f all evidence that prayer is a vital breath 
of life, for we come back from it quickened 
and vitalized, refreshed and restored .... " 

"There are no known limits to the creative 
and transforming effects of this cooperation 
of the spirit of a believing person with the 
Great Divine Companion." 

"Prayer will always rise or fall with the 
quality of one's faith, like the mercury in 
the tube which feels at once the change of 
pressure in the atmosphere. It is only out 
of live faith that a living prayer springs." 

"Fortunately we. do not need to understand 
vital processes and energies o·f life before 
we utilize them and start living by them." 

ON SALVATION 
"But salvation is not a transaction; it is 

the formation of a new life. There is but 
one salvation for all mankind and that is the 
life of God in the soul." 
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ON "THE SUPREME REVELATION" .. , 

"The greatest single fact o·f history is the 
breaking in of the Life of God through this 
unique Life. Here at last the Love of God 
found complete expression." 

"He is the y es of a new creation, with its 
inexhaustible implications and possibilities." 

"His place in history . . . is not found by 
studying the short span of years tha t He 
lived in Galilee and Judea, but it includes 
as well the whole process of transformation 
which His life and spirit have wrought 
through the centuries. History would be 
quite another matter if He were eliminated 
from its story." 

"The thing we need primarily 
larged capacity of appreciation of 
and quality of His personality. 
once more to see Him." 

is an en
the r ange 
We need 

" . . . there is not the least ground for 
doubt that Christ was divine, that He was 
and is a revelation or God." 

" . . . it seems to me tremendously im
portant that Christ is as truly a revelation 
of man as He is a revelation of God. We 
see at last in Him what man was meant to 
be .... We have seen God revealed in Christ. 
I wish now that we might learn to see the 
divine possibilities of man revealed in Christ." 

"The first stage of 'entry into life' for 
Jesus is learning to love. To start executing 
a 'social program' without the creative and 
motive power of a great love behind it is 
like building a factory and forgetting to at
tach the machinery to any driving energy 
that would turn the wheels." 
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ON CONTINUOUS REVELATION ••• 

"If God ever spoke, He is still speaking. 
If He has ever been in mutual and reciprocal 
communication with the persons He has made, 
He is still a communicating God, as eager as 
ever to have listening and receptive souls. 
If there is something o·f His image and super
scription in our inmost structure and being, 
we ought to expect a continuous revelation 
of His will and purpose through the ages ... . 
He is the Great I .A.m, not a Great He Was." 

"As the sap flows through the branches of 
the vine and vitalizes the whole organism 
so that it burst into the beauty and glory 
of foliage and blossom and finally into fruit, 
so through the lives of men and women, in
wardly receptive, the life of God flows, carry
ing vitality, awakening love, creating pas
sion for goodness, kindling the fervor of con
secration and producing that living body, 
that organism of the Spirit, that 'blessed 
community' which continues through the 
centuries the revelation of God as love and 
tenderness and eternal goodness." 

ON "THE BOOK OF AGES" ••• 

"A deeper and truer conception of Scrip
ture has been growing up in religious circles 
that has given us back the Bible as an in
spired book of religion, as the great litera
ture of the Spirit of God and not a literal 
transcript of history and science; and we 
can, in the light of that spiritual advance, 
face any verified facts of nature and any dis
covered truths of life without being put to 
coll'fusion by their conflict with revelation." 

"It contains the best story material by 
which the minds of children have ever been 
trained, and it is the greatest literature of 
revelation that has come out of the far past 
or the race." 
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ON EDUCATION FOR LIVING • 

"To be a teacher who knows how to en
large the depth and scope of a person's life 
is the best gift there is." 

"What needs to grow clear in the minds of 
all who are responsible for the training of 
youth, whether within or entirely outside 
the Church, is the fact that all genuine edu
cation must have a spiritual quality to it, 
-that is, it must have to do with the forma
tion of personality, the building of character, 
the enlargement of life, the transmission of 
the supreme experiences of the race, and with 
setting free the higher potential powers of 
the individual." 

"The time is coming when every sound 
teacher will realize that it is fully as im
portant to have expert treatment for chil
dren's fears and mental 'complexes' as for 
their defects of eyesight and hearing." 

ON SERVICE ••• 

"To discover a truth involves the apostolic 
task of going out and doing it." 

"God's work, the doing or His will, is 
extraordinarily inclusive-raising food on the 
land, ordering a nurturing home, taking care 
of a c'hild with loving insight, speaking 
simple truth, spreading love abroad in any 
spot of the world, praying and working for 
the Kingdom of God, being heroic in quiet 
ways, saying the right word when others do 
not dare, walking straight forward in the 
path of duty-these are some of the ways 
of doing God's will." 

"The whole atmosphere of service must be 
prevaded by a calm mind, by a spirit of re
conciliation, by dear insight, by undeviat
ing fidelity, and by respect for the views of 
life which are precious to those whom you 
are serving." 
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ON QUAKERISM ..• 

"George Fox and his circle of Friends 
knew only too well that they were merely a 
remnant . . . but he lived and died in the 
faith that the Quaker group was the Seed of 
an immense world-wide harvest that would 
. . . eventually become universal." 

"What these pillar Quakers were talking 
about when they used their various figures 
o·f speech-'inward light,' 'immortal Seed.' 
'Ghrist within,'-was their certainty that 
God was not remote, not a far-of!' sky-God, 
not merely a Creator at some distant 'begin
ning,' not a Being Who left us with nothing 
but a Book as a Guide on our hazardous 
pathway, but a God here and now present 
in us, as near as breathing; moving not mere
ly on the waters at some far-away date, but 
operating directly and immediately in the 
soul of man here and now." 

"If we are to prove that Fox really struck 
a jet of living water, we ourselves must tap 
that same fountain." 

"We have won an enviable place in the 
eyes of the world as the purveyors of :relief. 
We have learned to meet and to take up 
the sufl'erlngs of the world. . . . Now we 
need to give as ·Serious and as creative 
thought and consideration to the renewal 
of the spiritual life and power of our Meet
ings and of our membership as we have given 
to the constructive tasks of the world." 

"The Society of Friends . . . is primarily 
and essentially a widely scattered number 
of local meetings, little cells, where the actual 
vitality and power and future potency of 
Quakerism is being settled and determined. 
We work in vain unless we keep our minds 
focused on these local units." 
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ON A FAITH FOR THESE TIMES ••• 

"I have a profound faith that the times 
are ripe for a signal advance in religious 
belief and Ufe and practice-for a Christianity 
translated into the terms of life and thought 
and action of the age in which we are actually 
living. There cannot be any great continu
ing civilization without the undergirding or 
religion!! inspiration. . . . " 

"No one, I am sure, will suppose that J 
think that a religious experience is a sub
stitute for a sound economic, or social, or 
financial, or political solution of the world'!< 
troubles. I only mean that we must deepen 
the quality of life and enlarge our faith in 
the scope of human destinies before any of 
the fine schemes on hand will work." 

"We s·hall not be able to rebuild our shat
tered world until we recover our faith in 
eternal realities, and we shall not do that 
until we discover something spiritual within 
ourselves." 

"The only flowing refutation of the ma
terialism and secularism of our time is a per
sonal li'fe which demonstrates a source of 
spiritual power." 

Gr•teful •cknowledgment is m•de to The M•cmill•n Com
p•ny for permission to quote from the m•ny books by Rufus 
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