

















ON CHRISTIAN CONCERN . ..

“Our fellowship with God issues in world-
concern. We cannot keep the love of God to
ourselves. It spills over. It quickens us. It
makes us see the world’s needs anew. We
love people and we grieve to see them blind
when they might be seeing, asleep with all the
world’s comforts when they ought to be awake
and living sacrificially, accepting the world’s
goods as their right when they really hold
them only in temporary trust. It is because of
this holy Center we relove people, relove our
neighbors as ourselves, that we are bestirred
to be means of their awakening.”

“Would that we could relove the whole
world! But a special fragment is placed be-
fore us by the temporal now, which puts a
special responsibility for our present upon
us.”

‘“ ... a Quaker concern particularizes .
cosmic tenderness. It brings to a definite and
effective focus in some concrete task all that
experience of love and responsibility which
might evaporate, in its broad generality, into
vague yearnings for a golden Paradise.”

“ . .. a concern has a foreground and a
background. In the foreground is the special
task, uniquely illuminated, toward which we
feel a special yearning and care. . . . But in
the background is a second level, or layer,
of universal concern for all the multitude of
good things that need doing.”

“The world needs something deeper than
pity; it needs love.”



ON THE SIMPLIFICATION OF LIFE . . .

“ ... I would suggest that the true explana-
tion of the complexity of our program is an
inner one, not an outer one. The outer dis-
tractions of our interests reflect an inner lack
of integration of our own lives. We are trying
to be several selves at once, without all our
selves being organized by a single, mastering
Life within us. Each of us tends to be, not
a single self, but a whole committee of selves.
... It is as if we have a chairman of our own
committee of the many selves within us, who
does not integrate the many into one but who
merely counts the votes at each decision and
leaves disgruntled minorities.”

‘“Life from the Center is a life of unhurried
peace and power. It is simple. It is serene.
It is amazing. It is triumphant. It is radiant.
It takes no time, but it occupies all our time.
And it makes our life programs new and over-
coming. We need not get frantic. He is at
the helm. And when our little day is dome
we lie down quietly in peace, for all is well.”
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