
Lord Orr speaks 

One of the great contemporary champions 
of world government and world order is John 
Boyd Orr. His life Is an outstanding example 
of a man with u single and noble purpose
the building of a better world. 

His greatest contribution has been through 
human nutrition. As ·he has often said, "You 
can't build peace on empty stomachs." This 
has been his perpetual theme; his message 
to the world. 

Orr was born on September 23, 1880 in 
Kilmaurs, Scotland. He was educated at the 
University o! Glasgow where he received 
degrees in the arts, medicine, and science. 
Early In his career he became director of 
research In animal nutrition at Aberdeen. 
Eventually the work was expanded and the 
center was renamed the Rowett Research 
Institute. Orr remained as director for more 
than 2 5 years, making 1t world-famous for 
experimentation In animal and human nutri
tion. 

Through a study tn the HlSO'e of the rela
tionship between the lnc.omes of British 
famiUes and thetJ' dtet and health, Orr greatly 
influenced public opinion to Improve health 
in the British Isles. Hi• work attracted 
world-wide attention and in 1945 he was 
named the first Director General of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the U. N. 
For his brilliant work in F.A.O. and for his 
e!'l'orts in promoting world peace, he was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1949. That 
same year he was made a baron by the 
British government. 

Out or years or experience and experimen
tation, he speaks to the world: 
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ON OUR CHANGING WORLD ... 

"We have reached the end of the age of 
competing empires .... Science has produced 
such powerful weapons that in a war between 
great powers there would be neither victor 
nor vanquished. Both would be overwhelmed 
in destruction. Our civilization is now in the 
toransition stage between the age of warring 
empires and a new age of world unity and 
neace." 

"We are being hurried forward into a new 
age for which we are ill prepared, both morally 
and intellectually." 

"We have not yet got used to the fact that 
science has made us all near neighbors. We 
have not yet come to know each other like 
people who have lived and worked together 
for ·a long time in t·he same community." 

"The present world-wide revolution is due 
to the difficulty of adjusting human society to 
the terrific impact of modern science. Changes 
commensurate with the magnitude of those 
forces are inevitable." 

"But adjustment-s are attained only after 
some degree of conflict, depending on the 
magnitude of the adjustments. Every im
pending change which threatens material vested 
jnterests or tends to undermine authority based 
on orthodox beliefs is resisted by those who 
hold power. When the fabric of society is so 
rigid that it cannot change quickly enough. 
then the adjustments are achieved through 
social unrest, revolution, or wars. The his
tory of Europe since ... the Renaissance can 
be regarded as a prolonged, intermittent 
struggle between the conservative forces 
fighting to retain the old structure and the 
progressive forces fighting to change the 
structure to enable the new knowledge to be 
applied." 
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ON WORLD UNITY AND 
WORLD GOVERNMENT • 

"We talk of world unity as something that 
is coming in the future. I tell you world 
unity has come. We are today one physical 
world. We are today one political world 
whether we like it or not. The only question 
facing mankind is whether, having t•he nations 
brought so close together, they can make that 
world unity work." 

"We cannot get world unity by war .... 
The other and sane method of bringing about 
international unity is to get the nat1ons to 
cooperate with each other for their mutual 
advantage. A real world government can 
arise only through the promotion of objectives 
which are of interest to the people of all 
countries. It is common interest which 
draws people together in a common bond. If 
we are going to get cooperation of the nations 
on things of common interest, we musb begin 
to talk about realities." 

"Empires won by conquest have always 
fallen either by revolt within or by defeat by 
a rival. We are now moving from conquest to 
union by consent, each state with a govern
ment controlling its internal affairs but 
united by a central government with laws to 
regulate interstate affairs and put an end to 
war within the Union .... " 

"For Europe at least peace is inevitable. 
It can be either the peace of the grave ... or 
a new, dynamic peace applying science in a 
great leap forward in the evolut-ion of human 
society to a new age in which hunger, poverty, 
and preventable diseases will be eliminated 
from the earth- an age in which the people 
of every country will rise to a far higher level 
of intellectual and cultural well-being, an age 
in which 'iron curtains' will disappear, and 
people, though intensely patriotic for their 
own country will be able to travel freely as 
world citizens." 
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ON 'l'Hl!J LEAGUJI 01<' NATIONS •.. 
"The great coneeption o·f the League was 

premature because politicians, highly skilled 
in the old diplomacy of foreign affairs, did 
not realize that nineteenth century polit:ics 
and economics will not carry twentieth cen
tury science. They reconstituted the post-war 
shattered world oll. the old model. It wobbled 
in t·he 19 2 9 economic crisis and crashed in 
the second world ..,ar." 

ON THE UNITED NATIONS 
"The United Nations is the greatest ad

vance human society has ever made. You 
have there the machinery for a world govern
ment. ... The United Nations at the present 
time is the only barrier we have against world 
anarchy and war. Everything must be done 
t·o strengthen it.'' 

ON THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
OF U.N •••• 

"But my hope il'! not in the Assembly. My 
hope is in the IIIDecialized agencies of the 
United Nations. Through t:hem nations are 
already beginning to cooperate on the eco
nomic and social :Droblems of mutual interest 
to all countries." 

"I think the easiest way t:o improve the 
U. N. and increase its prestige is to get the 
government to give the specialized agencies 
a little more funds and a little more power to 
act in international affairs. If, !for example, 
all the government:s which adhere to these 
agencies and have given them a great deal of 
lip service, would agree to devote to them one 
unit of their currency for every twenty they 
are devoting to the preparation for war, and 
if they would allow them freedom of action in 
international fields within narrow limits, I 
venture to predict that within a !few years the 
great political issues which divide nations 
would gradually become meaningless.'' 
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ON FOOD AND PEOPLE ... 

"Hunger is at the heart of the world's 
troubles. Unless people are fed, t•he best 
treaties and agreements can come to nought." 

"Even in the normal times of peace, two
thirds of the people of the world did not have 
enough food to maintain health. Even in 
wealthy countries like the United States and 
the United Kingdom, if everyone is to have 
enough for full health, the production of 
nearly all foods except the cereal, will need to 
be increased above the prewar level by 15 
percent in the case of .some, to as much as 70 
percent in the ~ase of others. In t•he under
developed countries, crowded with more than 
half of the population of the world, the 
majority of the people sutl'er from under
nourishment and many of them at times from 
actual starvation. In these countTies food 
production will have to be enormously in
creased to provide enough to maintain the 
whole population in health." 

" . . . food production in the world will 
need to be doubled in the next 25 years to 
provide sufficient for the populatiion of the 
world in that time. If that is not done, we 
are heading for disaster." 

ON F. A. 0 .... 

"F. A. 0. is founded on the simple proposi
tion that there can be toad tor all. Starva
tion and want in the midst of potential plenty 
is a standing disgrace and a fatal weakness 
in our civilization. It is a root and cause of 
war. It can and must be eliminated." 

" ... the great ideals of F. A. 0.-food on 
a standard for the people of the world,
prosperity and stabiliby for an expanding 
agriculture." 
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ON EXPLOITED PEOPLES ... 

" ... It is in the underdeveloped countries 
that the greatest adjustments must and will 
take place .... There is an upsurge of a new 
vitality among peoples whom we have long 
regarded as inferior. These peoples, who 
account for more than half of the population 
of !:he world, will no longer meekly endure 
their poverty and misery." 

"The vivid contrast between the poverty of 
some nations and the wealth of others causes 
discontent with international society. Peoples 
will no longer tolerate being exploited !(or the 
benefit of others. Those who are educated 
know that the natural resources of their 
countries are as great as those of Europe or 
America and thab the technical knowledge 
needed to develop them can become available 
as fast as people can be educated. What 
Japan did in fifty years India and China may 
do in twenty. It is possible that the center 
of industrial power, which in the last fifty 
years moved from Europe to America, may in 
the next< fifty move from America to Asia." 

ON THE U. S. AND THE WORLD ... 

"No world plan will succeed, no matter 
what nations are in or out of it, if we go back 
to the old political and economic set-up. 
What is needed is the vision to create a new 
order suited to the great power science has 
given mankind. It is as tTue now as it was in 
Biblical times that where there is no vision 
the people perish. I hope and I believe that 
the people of the United States have the 
vision to lead the world in the creation of a 
new order. You have a great opportunit-y 
such as has come to few nations in the whole 
of recorded history." 
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ON THE TASKS OF INDIVIDUALS .•. 

" ... we cannot blame the niggardliness o•f 
nature for the fact that two-thirds of mankind 
does not have enough to eat to atmin their 
full, God-given, inherited capacity for health 
and happiness. It is we human beings who 
are to blame because we maintain conditions 
that make it difficult or impossible for two
thirds of the earth's inhabitants to rise out 
of a state of poverty and ignorance.'' 

"The people ... if they want peace, if they 
want international collaboration, if they want 
to plan it, must bestir themselves. They must 
discuss things. They must make up their 
minds. We are not sheep. We are not sheep 
to be driven to the slaughter as a result of 
discussi.ons taking place behind closed doors 
in any Foreign Office. Governments are the 
servants of the people; we must state what 
we want." 

"In the last resort the decision or peace or 
war lies with the people. Even in totalitarian 
countries the leader must now justify his 
action in the eyes of the people. . . . The 
people of the world are now getting together 
in (many) international organizations . .. . If 
this people's movement continues to grow as 
it has done in the last few years, and delegates 
from all countries meet in conference, it will 
make a great contribution to an international 
spirit of friendship and will strengthen every 
movement for peace. Peace loving govern
ment-s will feel that in working for world 
unity they have the support not only of their 
own people, but of many millions in other 
countries." 

"If the people of the world get together and 
with one united voice demand world unity 
and peace, they will get it. It is the duty of 
every person of intelligence and goodwill to 
support one or other of these international 
people's organizations.'' 
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ON THE FUTURE , , • 

"I am optimistic abouo the future because 
I think the nations are afraid of each other. 
When that fear disappears and you have less 
talk of W·ar and of fear, and more talk o.f the 
wonderful new world we can have, then I 
think we would be on the road to peace. And, 
. . . l'f the great civilization to which we be
long-the great European civilization-does 
destroy itself, it will not be the end. It will 
be the end f.or a time, but we will have a 
new civlllzation arising, possibly In Asia. On 
the other hand, there Is the tremendous op
port:unlty to the great clv!Uz.atlon to which we 
belong to use these great powers and assume 
moral and spiritual leadership In the world 
and get a ll nations-the most 'backward' 
nations-get them In and say-here Is the 
great new world we are going forward to. 
w ·ho will cooperate with us to this end? You 
will find then that the people of the world 
will have a spiritual leader and the people 
will rise and bless any government which 
moves in that direction." 

"A comparatively small push of the right 
kind and in the right direction gets things 
going. Thereafter the r eaction t akes care o f 
itself." 

Additional copies may be obta ined from 

Leonard S. Kenworthy 

Brooklyn College, Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 

Sc per copy 25-$1 60--$2 100-$3 

Other leaflets in the Speaks Series Include Jane Addams, 
Barclay, Ralph Bunche Pierre Ceresole, Brock Chisholm, 
Emerson, George Fox, Elizabeth Fry, Gandhi, Gibran, Goethe, 
Carl Heath, Jefferson, James Weldon Johnson, Rufus Jones, 
Kagawa, Thomas Kelly, Trygve Lie, Lincoln, Nehru, Penington, 
Penn, John Wilhelm Rowntree, Schweitzer, Tagore, Thoreau, 
Tolstoy, Wesley, Whittier, and Woolman. 


