










ON GOVERNMENT ••• 

"For my country, I eyed the Lord in the 
obtaining of it, and more was I drawn inward 
to look to Him and to owe it to His hand and 
power, than to any other way. I have so ob
tained it, and desire that I may not be unworthy 
of His love, but do that which may answer His 
kind providence, and serve His truth and peo
ple; that an example may be set up to the 
nations; there may be room there, though not 
here, for such an hOlJI e:cperiment. 

" . . . government seems to me a part of 
religion itself, a thing sacred in its institution 
and end . ... " 

"Governments, like clocks, go from the motion 
men give them; and as governments are mad €' 
and moved by men, so by them they are ruined 
too. Wherefore governments rather depend 
upon men, than men upon governments . . 
if men be bad, let the government be never so a 
good, they will endeavor to warp and spoil it to 
their turn." 

ON PHILADELPHIA ••• 

"And thou, Philadelphia, the virgin settlement 
of this province, named before thou wert born, 
what love, what care, what service, and what 
travail have there been to bring thee forth and 
preserve thee from such as would abuse and 
defile thee! Oh, that thou mayst be kept from 
the evil, that would overwhelm thee; that, 
faithful to the God of thy mercies, in the life of 
righteousness, thou mayst be preserved to the 
end. 'My soul prays to God for thee, that thou 
mayst stand in the day of trial, that thy chil
dren may be blessed of the Lord, and thy people 
saved by His power." (From "A Prayer for 
Philadelphia," 1687) 
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ON A FEDERATION OF EUROPE ••• 

"Now If the sovereign princes of Europe ... 
would, for the ... love of peace and order, agree 
to meet by their stated deputies in a general 
diet, estates, or parliament, and there establish 
rules of justice for sovereign princes to observe 
one to another; and thus to meet yearly, or once 
tn two or three years at farthest, ... (in) the 
Sovereign or Imperial Diet, Parliament, or 
State of Europe; before which sovereign assem
bly should be brought all differences ... that 
cannot be made up by private embassies before 
the session begins; and that if any of the 
sovereignties that constitute these imperial 
states shall refuse to submit their claim or 
pretensions to them, or to abide and perform 
the judgment thereof, and seek their remedy by 
arms, or delay their compliance beyond the time 
prefixed in their resolutions, all the other 
sovereignties, united as one strength, shall 
compel the submission and performance of the 
sentence, with damages to the suffering party, 
and charges to the sovereignties that obliged 
their submission. To be sure, Europe would 
quietly obtain the so much desired and needed 
peace to her harassed inhabitants; no sov
ereignty In Europe having the power and 
therefore cannot show the will to dispute the 
conclusion; and, consequently, peace would be 
procured and continued in Europe." (Frour 
"An Essay Towards the Present and Future 
Peace of Europe," 1693) 
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ON THE ART OF LIVING .•• 

"Cast up your income and live on half, if you 
can one-third, reserving the rest for casualties. 
charities, portions." 

"A true friend unbosoms freely, advises justly, 
assists readily, adventures boldly, takes all 
patiently, defends courageously, and continues 
a friend unchangeably." 

"If thou thlnkest twice before t~ou speakest 
once, thou wilt be twice the better for it." 

"If thou hast not conquered thyself In that 
which Is thy own particular weakness, thou 
hast no title to virtue, though thou art free of 
other men's." 

"Humility and knowledge in poor clothes 
excel pride and Ignorance In costly attire." 

"And until we are persuaded to stop, and step 
a little aside, out of the noisy crowd and 
encumbering hurry of the world, and calmly 
take a prospect of things, It will be Impossible 
we should be able to make a right judgment of 
ourselves .. . . " 

"The country life Is to be preferred, for there 
we see the works of God; but In cities little else 
but the works of men. And the one makes a 
better subject for contemplation than the other." 

"Be universal In your spirits . ... " 
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