
Franklin Roosevelt speaks 
The figure of Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

(1882-1945) dominated the American scene 
over a longer and more crucial period than any 
other person in recent times. In two broad 
areas he channeled our national life in new 
directions - in social and economic planning 
and in internationalism. 

As President of the United States in the 
years following the Great Depression of 1933, 
he championed economic and social reforms 
which drastically reshaped American society, 
such as the introduction of price supports for 
agricultural products, Social Security benefits, 
the recognition of labor's right to collective bar
gaining, and the broad-scale planning of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority. 

His bitter critics called these and other 
measures strides down the road to socialism. 
His more numerous ardent admirers claimed 
these acts saved capitalism and brought us 
nearer to the ideal of economic and social 
democracy. 

In foreign affairs he piloted the United States 
through World War II and the peace confer
ences toward the end of that titanic conflict, 
espoused the Good Neighbor Policy for Latin 
America, and helped to lay the foundations for 
the United Nations. 

His critics deplored his internationalism 
while his devotees applauded his bold and 
realistic appraisal of the new era we were 
entering. 

Prior to the presidency he had been a mem
ber of the New York State Senate, Assistant 
Secretary of State under Wilson, an unsuccess
ful candidate for the Vice Presidency in 1920, 
and Governor of New York State from 1928 to 
1932. He was elected President of the United 
States in 1932, 1936, 1940, and 1944, with his 
fourth term cut short by his sudden death on 
April12, 1945. 
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ON RELIGION AND VALUES •.. 

"The problems which we all face-the prob
lems of so-called economics, the problems that 
are called monetary problems, the problems of 
unemployment, the problems of industry and 
agriculture- we shall not succeed in solving 
unless the people of this country hold the 
spiritual values of the country just as high as 
they do the economic values." 

"Human kindness has never weakened the 
stamina or softened the fiber of a free people. 
A nation does not have to be cruel in order to 
be tough .... The ancient injunction to love 
thy neighbor as thyself is still the force that 
animates our faith- a faith that we are de
termined shall live and conquer in a world 
poisoned by hatred and ravaged by war." 

"A fervent allegiance to religion is the 
strongest bulwark of enduring democracy." 

"What this weary world most needs is a re
vival of the spirit of religion. Would that such 
a revival could sweep the nations today and 
stir the hearts of men and women of all faiths 
to a reassertion of their belief in the Provi
dence of God and the brotherhood of man. I 
doubt if there is in the world a single problem, 
whether social, political, or economic, which 
would not find ready solution if men and na
tions would rule their lives according to the 
plain teaching of the Sermon on the Mount." 

"In all peoples, without exception, there live 
some instinct for truth, some attraction toward 
justice, some passion for peace." 

"Men cannot be everlastingly loyal unless 
they are free." 
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ON EDUCATION ... 

"Democracy cannot succeed unless those 
who express their choice are prepared to choose 
wisely. The real safeguard of democracy, there
fore, is education. It has been well said that no 
system of government gives so much to the in
dividual or exacts so much as a democracy. 
Upon our educational system must largely 
depend the perpetuity of those institutions 
upon which our freedom and our security rest. 
To prepare each citizen to choose wisely and 
to enable him to choose freely are paramount 
functions of the schools in a democracy." 

"The qualities of a true education remain 
what they were when Washington insisted upon 
its importance. 

First among these qualities is a sense of fair 
play among men .... 

The second great attribute of education as 
peculiarly appropriate to a great democracy. 
It is a sense of the quality of men when they 
are dealing with the things of the mind. In
equality may linger in the world of material 
things, but great music, great literature, great 
art, and the wonders of science are, and should 
be, open to all. 

Finally, a true education depends upon free
dom in the pursuit of truth. No group and no 
Government can properly prescribe precisely 
what should constitute the body of knowledge 
with which true education is concerned." 

"An amazing increase in the very number of 
things which an educated man must know to
day calls not only for more facts, but calls also 
for what be called the third dimension of edu
cation- the tying together of all of the sub
jects and all of the facts into the relationship 
of their whole with modern life." 

"The school is the last expenditure upon 
which America should be willing to economize." 

3 



ON DEMOCRACY ... 

"Democracy is not a static thing. It is an 
everlasting march." 

"Democracy, to be dynamic, must provide for 
its citizens opportunity as well as freedom." 

"The deeper purpose of democratic govern
ment is to assist as many of its citizens as pos
sible . . . to improve their conditions of life, 
to retain all personal liberty which does not 
adversely affect their neighbors, and to pursue 
the happiness which comes with security and 
an opportunity for recreation and culture." 

"The success of democratic institutions is 
measured, not by extent of territory, financial 
power, machines or armaments, but by the de
sires, the hopes, and the deep-living satisfac
tions of the individual men, women and chil
dren who make up its citizenship." 

"We must scrupulously guard the civil rights 
and civil liberties of all citizens, whatever their 
background. We must remember that any op
pressionJ any injustice, any hatred, is a wedge 
designea to attack our civilization." 

"It is true that the pioneer was an individual
ist; but, at the same time, there was in the 
pioneer a spirit of co-operation and understand
ing of the need of building, not a class, but a 
community. It was that spirit that made pos
sible these United States." 

"We have come a long way. But we still have 
a long way to go. There is still today a frontier 
that remains unconquered - an America un
reclaimed. This is the great, nation-wide fron
tier of insecurity, of human want and fear. 
This is the frontier- the America- we have 
set ourselves to reclaim." 
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ON ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL DEMOCRACY 

"The true measure of our strength lies 
deeply imbedded in the social and economic 
justice of the system in which we live." 

"No one in the United States believes more 
firmly than I do in the system of private busi
ness, private property and private profit .... 
It was this Administration which saved the 
system of private profit and private enterprise 
after it had been dragged to the brink of ruin. 

" 

"In our generation a new idea has come to 
dominate thought about government,-the idea 
that the resources of the nation can be made 
to produce a far higher standard of living for 
the masses of the people if only government is 
intelligent and energetic in giving the right 
direction to economic life." 

"The power of a few to manage the economic 
life of the nation must be diffused among the 
many or be transferred to the public and its 
democratically responsible government." 

"I am fighting, as I have always fought, for 
the rights of the little man as well as the big 
man-for the weak as well as the strong, for 
those who are helpless as well as for those who 
can help themselves." 

"Among American citizens there should be 
no forgotten men and no forgotten races." 

"The conference table must eventually take 
the place of the strike." 

"The fight for social justice and economic 
democracy ... is a long, weary, uphill struggle." 
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ON RESOURCES ... 

"The only real capital of a nation is its nat
ural resources and its human beings. So long 
as we take care of and make the most of both 
of them, we shall survive as a strong nation, 
a successful nation, and a progressive nation
whether or not the bookkeepers say other kinds 
of budgets are from time to time out of 
balance." 

"The history of every nation is eventually 
written in the way it cares for its soil." 

"We think of our land and water and human 
resources not as static and sterile possessions 
but as life-giving assets to be administered by 
wise provision for future days." 

ON GOVERNMENT ... 

"Nearly all of us recognize that as intrica
cies of human relationships increase, so power 
to govern them also must increase .... The es
sential democracy of our nation and the safety 
of our people depend not upon the absence of 
power, but upon lodging it with those whom the 
people can change or continue at stated inter
vals through an honest and free system of 
elections." 

"A true function of the head of the govern
ment of the United States is to find among 
many discordant elements that unity of pur
pose that is best for the nation as a whole. This 
is necessary because government is not merely 
one of many co-ordinate groups in the com
munity or the nation, but ... is essentially 
the outward expression of the unity and leader
ship of all groups." 

"Let us not be afraid to help each other-let 
us never forget that government is ourselves 
and not an alien power over us." 
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ON HUMAN RELATIONS ... 
"If civilization is to survive, we must culti

vate the science of human relationships-the 
ability of all peoples, of all kinds, to live to
gether and work together, in the same world, 
at peace." 

"We are a nation of many nationalities, many 
races, many religions - bound together by a 
single unity-the unity of freedom and equality. 

Whoever seeks to set one nationality against 
another, seeks to degrade all nationalities. 

Whoever seeks to set one race against 
another, seeks to enslave all races. 

Whoever seeks to set one religion against 
another, seeks to destroy all religion." 

ON THE FOUR FREEDOMS ... 
"In the future days which we seek to make 

secure, we look forward to a world founded 
upon four essential freedoms. 

The first is freedom of speech and expression 
-everywhere in the world. 

The second is freedom of every person to 
worship God in his own way,-everywhere in 
the world. 

The third is freedom from want, which, trans
lated into world terms, means economic under
standings which will secure to every nation a 
healthy peace-time life for its inhabitants
everywhere in the world. 

The fourth is freedom from fear, which, 
translated into world terms, means a world
wide reduction of armaments to such a point 
and in such a thorough fashion that no nation 
will be in a position to commit an act of ag
gression against any neighbors-anywhere in 
the world. 

That is no vision of a distant millenium. It 
is a definite basis for a kind of world attain
able in our time and generation." 
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ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS . 
I I 

"More and more our prosperity and world 
prosperity become interdepen,dent." 

"We owe it to our posterity, we owe it to our 
heritage of freedom, we owe it to God, to devote 
the rest of our lives and all of our capabilities 
to the building of a solid, durable structure of 
world peace." , 

"The overwhelming majority of the peoples 
and nations of the world today want to live in 
peace. They seek the removal of barriers 
against trade. They want to exert themselves 
in industry, in agriculture, and in business that 
they may increase their wealth through the 
production of wealth-producing goods rather 
than striving to produce military planes and 
bombs and machine guns and cannon for the 
destruction of human lives and useful property." 

"If the world is to be a place in which peace 
is to prevail, there must be a more abundant 
life for the masses of the people of all 
countries." 

"We know that we cannot succeed in building 
a peaceful world unless we build an economically 
healthy world." 

"We cannot escape our collective responsi
bility for the kind of life that is going to 
emerge from the ordeal through which the 
world is passing today. We cannot be an island." 
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