
van der Post speaks 
A passion for the African continent and 

penetrating insights into the minds of its 
people mark the superb writings of Laurens 
van der Post-explorer, novelist, and inter
preter of the contemporary scene in that vast 
area of the world. 

In Venture to the Interior, The Face Beside 
the Fire, and Flamingo Feather he paints pic
tures of the African terrain and its inhabitants 
in poetic prose. In The Dark Eye in Africa and 
a pamphlet on "Race Prejudice as Self Rejec
tion" he delves deep into the psychological 
causes for the hatred of many whites towards 
Africans. And in The Lost World of the Kala
hari he portrays the Bushmen with sensitivity, 
respect, and affection. 

van der Post is himself an African, born in 
South Africa in 1906 of Dutch parents. He 
spoke no English until he was ten, but his 
command of the language now places him 
among the great contemporary writers. 

For ten years during World War II he 
served with the Allied forces in Ethiopia, 
North Africa, Syria, and the Dutch East 
Indies. Three of those years were spent as a 
prisoner of the Japanese. Out of this ex
perience grew a short autobiographical account 
entitled A Bar of Shadow. 

After the war he served on several missions 
for the British, exploring little known parts 
of Africa. Today he shuttles between Africa 
and his farm in England. 

To people who would understand the little 
known continent of Africa today, Laurens van 
der Post speaks with understanding, with fore
sight, with clarity, and with a passionate 
belief in the potentialities of human beings to 
build a better world. 
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ON THE BEAUTY OF AFRICA . .. 

" ... what an artist Africa is in the way it 
displays its great mountains. The greatest of 
them are never jumbled together as they are 
in Switzerland, the Himalayas, or the Cauc
asus. They are set in great open spaces and 
around them are immense plains, rolling up
lands, and blue Jakes like seas, so that they 
can see and be seen and take their proper 
place in the tremendous physical drama of 
Africa." 

"I know of no land which matches so well 
the dark continent of the sky, with its fount
ains and pools and Jakes and rivers of light 
and its deserts of darknesses, as does the vast 
and somber earth of Africa. It takes the 
night to itself like a bride chosen among 
equals. As the sun goes down it brushes the 
shy, virgin twilight impatiently aside, and 
then the two of them :fly passionately into 
each other's arms to be close together in an 
untroubled oneness. I have watched the scene 
all my life and I have never got used to the 
majesty and fitness of their dark mating." 

" . . . as I watched from childhood the fa
miliar lights go up in the sky, the glittering 
constellations move into their appointed 
places, the vast Babylonian cavalcade of the 
sky start out for the dawn of r enewal with 
such irresistible confidence that the far-off 
thunder of their advance set every star-beam 
atremble in our midst, and as I saw at that 
selfsame instance Africa hurl its immense 
land swiftly at the distant horizon to salute 
one brave battalion after another as they 
passed, and send its great peaks soaring 
swiftly upward and spread out its own rivers 
and Jakes to hold the sky jeweled and alive in 
their deepest depths, at that instant some
thing of oneness of being, longing, and destin
ation of this cosmic occasion unfalteringly 
has been communicated to me." 
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ON AFRICANS ... 

"The more I know of 'primitive' man in 
Africa, the more I respect him and the more 
I realize how much and how profoundly we 
must learn from him. I believe that our need 
of him is as great as his is of us. I see us as 
two halves designed by life to make a whole." 

"One of the greatest mistakes that we made 
was to think that the natural man is not a 
spiritual man. Actually, natural man in 
Africa is a truly spiritual man. He has so 
much of the spiritual that he is overflowing 
with it. He has so much of it that he gets en
tangled with the outside world. He sees it 
in things that really cannot contain it. He 
sees it in the trees, he sees it in all the objects 
which surround him. The tragedy is that we 
walked into this immense, primitive, spiritual 
world of Africa and treated it as if it had no 
spirit at all." 

"But in the Bushman's knowing, no matter 
how practical, there was a dimension that I 
miss in the life of my own time. He knew ... 
things in the full context and commitment of 
his life. Like them, he was utterly committed 
to Africa. He and his needs were committed 
to the nature of Africa and the swing of its 
seasons as a fish to the sea. He and they all 
participated so deeply of one another's being 
that the experience could almost be called 
mystical. For instance, he seemed to know 
what it actually felt like to be an elephant, a 
lion, an antelope, a steenbuck, a lizard, a 
striped mouse, mantis, baobab tree, yellow
crested cobra or starry-eyed amaryllis, to 
mention only a few of the brilliant multitudes 
through which he so nimbly moved. Even as 
a child it seemed to me that his world was one 
without secrets between one form of being 
and another." 
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ON EUROPEANS AND AFRICANS ... 

"European man arrived in Africa already 
despising Africa and African beings." 

" Walking into Africa in that mood, he was, 
by and large, quite incapable of understa nd
ing Africa, le t alone of appreciating the raw 
material of mind a nd spirit with which this 
granary of fate, this ancient treasure house of 
the lost original way of life, was so richly 
filled . He had, it is true, an insatiable eye for 
the riches in the rocks, for diamonds and gold. 
But for the diamonds and gold of an ancient 
lost world sparking in the many dark eyes 
raised in wonder a nd bewilderment to him, 
for the precious metal ringing true in the 
deep-toned laughter of the indigenous peoples 
a round him, h e had no interest." 

" ... the sudden increase in ritual murder 
a nd eating of human flesh .. . (are ) m erely 
the symptoms of our t errible failure to inte
grate the displaced, detribalized, the bewil
dered African into our community, our 
criminal unwillingness t o give him the sh elter 
of our finest values against the m ilitan t dark
n ess w hich forever threatens any being shut 
off from the light of honorable communion 
with the r est of mankind." 

"Indeed, it is odd when one considers the 
efficiency with which we dig up old ruins all 
over the world in order to g et some idea of 
what ancient m a n and his world was like, a nd 
then remember tha t h er e in Africa we h ave 
ancient m an still a live, his ancient spirit burn
ing bright within him, and yet we leave his 
mind despised, ignored, and utterly neglected." 
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ON AFRICA TODAY ... 

"Africa is being charged like one of the 
electronic piles used to split the atom." 

"I want to suggest that the unrest in Africa, 
in all its facets, European, cosmic, global and 
African, is plainly an extension of our own 
individual unrest." 

"I believe the greatest of all mirrors of our 
age is Africa. We all, East and West and be
wildered twentieth-century man, stare into it 
as if hypnotized, but, like the baboons, we do 
not see and recognize in it the reflection of 
our hidden selves." 

"Modern man with his grievous and crip
pling realization of having lost the sense of his 
own beginnings, with his agonizing feeling of 
great and growing estrangement from nature, 
finds that life holds up Africa like a magic 
mirror miraculously preserved before his syes. 
In this great glass of time the inmost reflec
tion of his ancient, timeless spirit stares out 
at him, and he can, could he but realize it, re
discover there his despised and rejected natu
ral self, recognizing before it is too late the 
full horror of his stubborn rejection of it." 

"Between us I believe we can make civiliza
tion greater and life richer on earth than it 
has ever been. For this reason I wish we 
could stop thinking about the difficulties and 
perils of the encounter of the white and black 
in Africa, and instead commit our hearts and 
imaginations to this rich and immeasurable 
opportunity it presents to both of us." 
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ON COMBATTING EVIL ... 

"It seems to me that the most important 
matter before us at this moment is to find a 
way of fighting against evil in such a manner 
that we do not become just another aspect or 
the thing we are fighting against, which seems 
to be going on all over the world . . . The 
problem is to fight against evil in such a way 
that we do not become the evil itself." 

"The great need of our time is somehow 
to get rid of the pretence, this awful secrecy 
in life, where people profess to be one thing 
and live another." 

" ... the good, true, and real in life not only 
has no use for secrecy but shuns it like the 
devil. It is a subtle, diabolic, and corrosive 
poison which, unless utterly rejected, ulti
mately eats its way into every cell of our 
being." 

ON LOVE AS A FORCE IN THE WORLD . , . 

"Of all man's inborn dispositions there is 
none more heroic than the love in him. Every
thing else accepts defeat and dies, but love 
will fight no-love every inch of the way." 

"If there is one thing love is not, it is blind. 
If it possesses a blindness at all, it is a blind
ness to the man and the mind-made blindnesses 
of life; to the dead-ends, the cul-de-sacs and 
hopelessnesses of our being. In all else it is 
clear and far-sighted as the sun. When the 
world and judgment say 'This is the end', love 
alone can see the way out. It is the aboriginal 
tracker, the African bushman on the faded 
spoor within us, and its unfailing quarry is 
always the light." 
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ON HAPPINESS ••• 

" ... though I detest the popular concept of 
'duty', if I had to allocate one duty to human
ity I would allocate, with the highest possible 
priority, the duty of the individual to achieve 
happiness. But few people will agree with 
me. They not only no longer know what hap
piness is but also have no faith in its being a 
practicable possibility. In as far as they are 
aware of it, they confuse happiness with some 
of its lesser parts like pleasure and gratifica
tion and would not begin to understand, for 
instance, that happiness which loves the great 
necessities of life like a bride. Happiness 
does not exclude unhappiness but merely dis
covers and preserves its meaning." 

ON OTHER ASPECTS OF 
IDS PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE ••• 

"Human beings are perhaps never more 
frightening then when they are convinced 
beyond doubt that they are right." 

" . . . what one gives unasked is worth a 
hundred of that conceded on demand .. . " 

"You must plough your life with your own 
plough. My plough might appear better than 
yours and I might lend it to you for a bit, but 
in the end you will have to use your own. It 
is what life has given you and you must work 
your lands accordingly." 

"One can't ever run away from anything. 
Sooner or later everything catches up with 
you, panting for vengeance." 

"It is an axiomatic law that no human can 
take an institution or a situation or another in
dividual farther than he has travelled himself, 
within himself." 
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ON THE NEW FRONTIERS OF 
LIFE TODAY .•. 

"We have acquired great power in the 
physical world. Our adventure in the phys
ical world I am certain is far from over, but 
before we go further with it without disaster, 
we must match it with greater understanding 
of ourselves and our natures." 

"Already there seems to me to be in exist
ence a new kind of human being who is living 
ahead of the meaning of our time, knowing 
only that meaning has to be lived before it can 
be known, and that every step of the exacting 
journey has to be accomplished befor e new 
being can be discovered. Already in the 
world there are many individuals who are so 
strongly attacked by this n eed of contempo
rary reality that they experience the inadequa· 
cies of their communities as a sickness of their 
own physical being." 

Grateful acknowledgment is made to William Morrow and 
Company, Inc., for permission to use the quotations from 
THE DARK EYE IN AFRICA, THE FACE BESIDE THE FIRE, 
FLAMINGO FEATHER, THE LOST WORLD OF THE KALA· 
HARI, and VENTURE TO THE INTERIOR (copyright, respec
tively, 1955, 1953, 1955, 1958, and 1951 by Laurens van der 
Post), and to the Workshop for Cultural Democracy for selec
tions from 11 Race Prejudice as Self Rejection . " 

Additional copies may be obtained from 

Leonard S. Kenworthy 

Brooklyn College, Brooklyn 10, N.Y. 

IOc per copy Two for 15c 18 for $1 
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Thomas Kelly, Lie, Lincoln, Charles Malik, Nehru, Nkrumah, 
Nu, Orr, Paton, Penington, Penn, Rowntree, Schweitzer, Tagore, 
Thoreau, Tolstoy, Wesley, Whitehead, Whittier, and Woolman . 
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