
John Wesley speaks 
At infrequent intervals in history a man 

emerges whose experience of God is so real and 
whose passion for spreading the Good News so 
great that a movement gathers around him. 
Such a phenomenon occurred in the 18th cen
tury. The man was John Wesley; the movement 
Methodism. 

Soon after his graduation from Oxford, Wes
ley was ordained in the Chnrch of England and 
began to preach. His real etrectiveness, how
ever, began after a great spiritual experience 
in 1738, known as "the heart-warming." After 
that incident his zeal and liberalism so dis
pleased the church omcials that church doors 
began to be closed against him. Then he be
came minister to the masses whom the churches 
of his day had failed to reach. His preaching 
awakened new faith, new hope, and fresh cour
age In a nation economically disrupted and 
morally bankrupt. A religious revival swept 
over Great Britain and out onto the American 
frontier, carried along by the preaching of the 
circuit-riders, the singing of hymns written by 
John's brother Charles, and the "class meet
Ings" with their lay leaders. This new move
ment was composed largely of laborers, farm
ers, and small merchants. It was warm, vibrant, 
transforming, contagious. 

John Wesley (1703-1791) was Methodism's 
first circuit-rider and the world was his parish. 
In the fifty years of his active ministry, he 
travelled 250,000 miles and preached 40,000 
sermons. He also carried the responsibility or 
organizing his new converts Into the Methodist 
church. 

He speaks pertinently to us today: 
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ON THE AIM OF A CHRISTIAN'S LIFE ••• 

"All the talents he has received he constantly 
employs according to his Master's will; every 
power and !acuity of his soul, every member of 
his body .... In all his employments of every 
kind, he not only aims at this [the glory of God] 
but actually attains it. His business and re
freshments [recreation], as well as his prayers, 
all serve this great end .... Whether he put on 
his apparel, or labor, or eat or drink, or divert 
himself from too wasting labor, it all tends to 
advance the glory of God, by peace and good 
will among men." 

ON TRUE RELIGION ••. 

"Be not prejudiced against Christianity by 
those who know nothing at all of it." 

"We see on every side either men of no re
ligion at all or men of a lifeless formal religion. 
We are grieved at the sight and should rejoice 
if by any means we might convince some that 
there is a better religion to be attained, -a 
religion worthy of God that gave it. And this 
we conceive to be none other than love; the 
love of God and of all mankind .... " 

"I want you to be all light, all fire, all love, 
and to grow up in all things unto Him that is 
our head." 

"Go on In full pursuit of all the mind that 
was in Christ, of inward and then outward 
holiness, so shall you be not almost but alto· 
gether a Christian." 

"Christianity is essentially a social religion 
and to turn it into a solitary one is to destroy 
it." 

"In religion as well as In all things else, 
it Is use that brings perfectness." 

2. 



ON LOVE ... 

"This we believe to be the medicine of life, 
the never failing remedy for all the evils of a 
disordered world, for all the miseries and vices 
of men. Wherever this is, there are virtue and 
happiness going hand in hand." 

ON PRAYER ... 

"But at all times the language of his heart 
is this: 'Thou br1ghtness of the eternal glory, 
unto Thee is my heart, though without a voice, 
and my silence speaketh unto Thee.' And this 
is true prayer, and this alone . ... In retirement 
or company, in leisure, business or conversa
tion, his heart is ever with the Lord. Whether 
he lie down or rise up, God is in all his 
thoughts; he walks with God continually. . . " 

ON CULTIVATING A CALM SPffiiT ... 

"I never undertake any more work than l 
can go through with perfect calmness of spirit." 

"It is true I travel four or five thousand 
miles a year; but I generally travel alone in 
my carriage, and consequently am as retired 
ten hours in a day as if I were in a wilderness. 
On other days I never spend less than three 
hours, frequently ten or twelve, alone." 

His resolve : "To dedicate an hour [to wor· 
ship], morning and evening, no excuse, reason 
or pretense; [and] to pray every hour, seri
ously, deliberately.'' 

ON SALVATION .. 

"I mean not barely, according to the vulgar 
notion, deliverance from hell, or going to 
heaven, but a present deliverance from sin, a 
restoration of the soul to its primitive health, 
its original purity." 
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ON METHODISM ••• 

"The distinguishing marks of a Methodist are 
not his opinions of any sort .... We believe 
indeed that 'all scripture is given by inspira
tion of God'; and herein we are distinguished 
from Jews, Turks or infidels. We believe the 
written word of God to be the only rule both of 
faith and practice; and herein we are funda
mentally distinguished from those of the Ro
man Church. We believe Christ to be the 
eternal, supreme God; and herein we are dis
tinguished from the Socinians and Arians. But 
as to all opinions which do not strike at the 
root of Christianity, we think and let think." 

"This doctrine [the possibility of perfection] 
is the grand depositum which God has lodged 
with the people called Methodists, and for the 
sake of propagating this chiefly, He appeared 
to have raised us up." 

"I am not afraid that the people called Meth
odists should ever cease to exist either in 
Europe or America. But I am afraid lest they 
should exist only as a dead sect, having the 
form of religion without the power. And this 
undoubtedly will be the case unless they hold 
fast both the doctrine, spirit and discipline 
with which they first set out." 

ON BUSINESS ••• 

"I hope you will always be diligent in busi
ness as one ·branch of the business of life." 

"In food, apparel, and all things else, I 
advise all those under my care to save all they 
can (with a safe conscience), in order to give 
all they can." 

"As many of them increase in worldly goods, 
the great danger I apprehend now is their re
lapsing into the spirit of the world; and then 
their religion is but a dream." 
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ON UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD • 

"We are debtors to all the world." 

"Every wise man, therefore, wlll allow others 
the same liberty of thinking which he desires 
they should allow him; and will no more insist 
on their embracing his opinions, than he would 
have them to insist on his embracing theirs." 

" ... remembering that God is love, he [a 
Christian] is conformed to the same likeness. 
He is full of love to his neighbor; of universal 
love, not confined to one sect or party; not con
strained to those who agree with him ... ; or 
recommended by nearness of place. Neither does 
he love those only who love him, ... but his 
love resembles that of Him whose mercy is 
over all His works. It soars above all these 
scanty bounds, embracing neighbors and 
strangers, friends and enemies; yea, not only 
the good and gentle, but also the froward [ob
stinate], the evil and the unthankful. For he 
loves every soul that God has made, every 
child of man, of whatever place and nation." 

"It is a rule with me to take nothing ill that 
is well meant." 

To a Roman Catholic: "In the name, then, 
and in the strength of God, let us resolve: first, 
not to hurt one another, to do nothing unkind 
or unfriendly to each other .. . , secondly, ... 
to speak nothing harsh or unkind of each 
other. The sure way to avoid this is to say all 
the good we can both of and to one another ... , 
fourthly, endeavor to help each other on in 
whatever we are agreed leads to the Kingdom. 
So far as we can, let us always rejoice to 
strengthen each other's hands in God. Above 
all, let us each take heed to himself ... that he 
fall not short of the religion of love .... " 
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ON RULES FOR MARRYING ••• 

"It will be your wisdom to set out with two 
rules, and invariably to adhere to them:-(1) 
'I will do everything I can to oblige you, except 
what I cannot do with a clear conscience. (2) 
I will refrain from everything I can that will 
displease you except what I cannot refrain from 
with a clear conscience." 

ON CARING FOR CIULDREN 

"Next to your wife are your children; im
mortal spirits whom God hath, for a time, 
entrusted to your care, that you may train them 
up in all holiness and fit them for the enjoy
ment of God in eternity. This is a glorious 
and important trust, seeing one soul is of mOJ·p 
value than all the world .... Every child, there
fore, you are to watch over with the utmost 
care, that, when you are called to give an 
account of each to the Father of Spirits, yot. 
niay give your accounts with joy .... " 

"Your children, while they are young, you 
may restrain from evil, not only by advice, per
suasion and reproof, but also by correction, only 
remembering that this means is to be used last, 
-not till all others have been tried and found 
to be ineffectual. And even then you should 
take the utmost care to avoid the very appear
ance of passion. Whatever is done should be 
done with mildness, nay, indeed, with kindness, 
too. Otherwise your own spirit will sufrer loss, 
and the child will reap little advantage." 

"But, surely, if you love or fear God yourself 
this will be your first consideration, - In what 
business will your son be most likely to love 
and serve God." 

"Indeed, they [children] love all that love 
them, and that with more warmth and sincerity 
than when they come to riper years." 
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ON HEALTH .•• 

"You are no more at liberty to throw away 
your health than to throw away your life." 

ON EDUCATION • • 

"It is certain [that] knowledge is an excellent 
gift of God when under the guidance of love." 

"I seek two things in this world -truth and 
love. Whoever assists me in this search is a 
friend indeed, whether known or unknown to 
me." 

"See that every house is supplied with 
books." 

"The bias of nature is set the wrong way, 
education is designed to set it right. This, by 
the grace of God, is to turn the bias from self
will, pride, anger, revenge, and the love of the 
world, to resignation, lowliness, meekness alid 
the love of God. And from the moment we 
perceive any of those evil roots springing up, 
it is our business immediately to check the 
growth, if we cannot yet root them out." 

ON GOVERNMENT ••• 

"There is the closest connection between my 
religion and my political conduct." 

"Act as it the whole election depended on 
your single vote, and as if the whole Parlia
ment (and therein the whole nation) on that 
single person whom you now choose to be a 
member of it." 

"Passion and prejudice govern the world, 
only under the name of reason. It is our part, 
by religion and reason joined, to counteract 
them all we can." 
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GENERAL RULES OF 
EMPLOYING TIME ••• 

"1. Begin and end every day with God, and 
sleep not immoderately. 

2. Be diligent in your calling [vocation]. 
3. Employ all spare hours in religion as able. 
4. All holidays holy-days. 
5. Avoid drunkards and busybodies. 
6. Avoid curiosity and all useless employment 

and knowledge. 
7. Examine yourself every night. 
8. Never on any account pass a day without 

setting aside at least an hour for devotion. 
9. Avoid all manner of passion." 

A RULE TO LIVE BY ••• 

"Do all the good you can, 
By all the means you can, 
In all the ways you can, 
In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, 
To all the people you can, 
As long as ever you can." 

A GENERAL RULE IN ALL 
AC1l'IONS OF LIFE .• • 

"Whenever you are to do an action, consider 
how God did or would do the like, and do you 
Imitate His exampie." 
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